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Japanese Short Story

Collection Trandated

intoOdiaUnvelled at
Utkal University

Bhubaneswar, June 10: A book-launching
ceremony was held at the Syndicate Hall of
Utkal University on Wednesday, where
Budhianira Suta 0 Anyanya Jepani Kahani, a
collection of Japanese short Stories trandated
directly from Japaneseinto Odia, wasformally
released.

The book brings to Odia reeders sdlected
stories of the renowned Japanese writer
Ryunosuke Akutagawa (1892-1927), widdy
regarded as the father of the modern Jepanese
short story. One of Japan’'s most influential
literary figures Akutagawa sworksareknown
for their psychologica depth, humanism, and
artistic craftsmanship. Japan’'s prestigious
Akutagawa Prize, one of the country’s highest
literary honours, has been named after him.
Several of his stories have also inspired

internationaly acclaimedfilms.

The Odiatrandation has been undertaken
by Prof. Nabin Kumar Panda, a distinguished
scholar of Jgpanese Sudiesand former Professor
of theUniversity of Delhi. Prof. Pandahasmede
significant contributions to Japanese language
education in Indiathrough textbooks, research
publications, and trandations, and hasplayed a
pionegringroleinpromoating culturd andliterary
exchangesbetween Indiaand Japan.

Thetrandationisexpected tointroduce Odia
readers to the richness of Japanese literary
traditionswhile fostering greater cross-cultural
understanding and appreciation of world
literature.

The programme was organised by the
Japanese Language Pilot Project of Utkal
University.Presiding over the function, Prof.
Chandi Prasad Nand, Vice-Chancdllor of Utka
Universty, highlighted theimportancecf literary
trandations in strengthening international
cultural and academicengagement.Prof. Jatindra
Kumar Nayak, eminent literary criticand former
Professor of English, Utkd University, spoke
on the enduring literary significance of
Akutagawa sshort storiesand their rlevanceto
contemporary readers.

Prof. Basant Kumar Panda, former Director
of OdiaSehityaAkademi, gopreciated thequelity
of the trandation and underscored the need for
grester access to world classics in OdiaShri
RgendraKumar Jena, Publisher and Printer of
The Samga, congratulated the trandator and
noted therole of such publicationsin enriching
Odishdsliterary landscape.

Scholars students andliteratureenthusiasts
attended theprogrammeandinteracted withthe
translator on the challenges and prospects
of translating Japaneseliteratureinto Odia.

Union Cabinet passesresolution
applaudingPM Modi on
becominglongest-serving elected
PrimeMinister

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet today passes
a resolution applauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on becoming the longest-
serving elected Prime Minister for
consecutive terms.

Briefing mediain New Delhi after the
Cabinet meeting, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the resolution discusses this historic
milestone of the Prime Minister’'s
continuous serviceto the nation asan el ected
Prime Minister and outlines several
commitments and resolutions.

Mr Vaishnaw said the Cabinet today
approved extension of Ahmedabad Metro
(Phase—2A) with an outlay of two thousand
169 crorerupees. Hesaid, it comprisesasix
kilometres long metro corridor with five
stations. The Minister said, upon
operationalisation of Phase 2A, the
Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar will have over 77
kilometres of active Metro Rail Network.

He said, the Cabinet also approved
Central Government Office Complex and
Central Government Residential Complex
inAmaravati in Andhra Pradesh.

PM Modi to chair 11th Governing Council
meeting of NITI Aayog in New Delhi tomorrow

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will chair the 11th Governing Council Meeting
of NITI Aayog tomorrow at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultural Centrein New Delhi. Inline
with the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Team
India for a Viksit Bharat, this year’s theme,
‘Inclusive Human Development for Viksit
Bharat @2047’, focuses on thewell-being and
development of every Indian, regardlessof age,
region, gender, or socio-economic background.

The Governing Council Meeting will
deliberate onthe approachto realisethisvision
and translate it into concrete, measurable
outcomesfor every citizen acrossthe country.
This Governing Council Meeting will bring
together Chief Ministers and Lieutenant
Governors to discuss the Inclusive Human
Development Framework, anchored around
four corepillars, Foundational Human Capital
and Future-Ready Skills; Productive
Employment, Entrepreneurship and
Decentralised Growth; Health, Nutrition and

Wellbeing; and Equity and Dignity for All.
Measures for promoting entrepreneurship,
enhancing skilling, and creating sustainable
employment opportunities across the country
will also be deliberated upon in the meeting.

The discussions will further focus on
collectively charting an Implementation
Roadmap that leverages key enablers, including
Governance, Digital Public Infrastructure,
Convergence, Partnerships, and Data-driven
Systems, alongside a structured mechanism to
track short, medium, and long-term outcomes,
ensuring accountability and measurableimpact.
A key thrust will be on aligning State Visions
with the National Vision on Inclusive Human
Development, reinforcing a unified and
collaborative approach toward equitable and
sustainable growth. The Governing Council of
NITI Aayog will also focus on the
recommendations of the 5th National
Conference of Chief Secretaries held from 26th
to 28th December last year.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi sets record as
India’ s longest serving elected Prime Minister

New Delhi: PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi has becomethelongest-serving
elected PrimeMinister of Indiatoday.
Mr Modi took the oath of office on
26th May 2014. He has surpassed
the record of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, who first took the oath as an
elected Prime Minister on 13th May
1952 and served until 27th May
1964. Pandit Nehru's tenure as an
elected Prime Minister amounted to
four thousand 398 days. From 26th
May 2014 to today, 10th June 2026,
Prime Minister Modi’s continuous
tenure is now four thousand 399
days, making him thelongest-serving

The achievement of Prime Minister Narendra Madi is particularly
noteworthy given the scale and complexity of governancein India,

anation of over 1.4 billion people characterised by extraordinary
diversity in language, culture, religion and geography.

elected Prime Minister in India’'s
history. The achievement of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
particularly noteworthy given the
scale and complexity of governance
in India, anation of over 1.4 billion
people characterised by
extraordinary diversity inlanguage,
culture, religion and geography.

At atime when many countries

have witnessed political churn,
frequent changesin government and
policy uncertainty, India has
experienced continuity inleadership
and governance. It reflects sustained
public trust acrossthree consecutive
national mandates in the world’s
largest democracy. Independent
global surveys have consistently
ranked Prime Minister Modi among

theworld’smost popular democratic
leaders. He has also been conferred
with the highest civilian honours of
more than 30 countries.

PrimeMinister Modi’srisefrom
a humble socio-economic
background to the highest elected
office without the support of a
political dynasty is widely seen as
an illustration of the opportunities
and social mobility offered by India's
democratic system.

During Prime Minister Modi’s
tenure, nearly 250 million Indians
moved out of multidimensional
poverty, and people saw rapid

expansion of digital public
infrastructure, large-scale
infrastructure  development,
improvements in welfare delivery,
and broad-based socio-economic
progress.

During this period, India has
strengthened its position as the
world’s fastest-growing major
economy, concluded major trade
agreementswith leading economies,
and emerged as a more influential
voice on global issues, including
development, technology, climate
action and the priorities of the
Global South.

12 years under PM Modi withess major
push in women empowerment through
financial inclusion and entrepreneurship

New Delhi: India has undergone a
remarkable transformation, driven by the
principles of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
SabkaVishwas and SabkaPrayasunder the
visionary leadership of Prime Minister
NarendraModi in thelast 12 years.

Women empowerment in India has
witnessed atransformative shift, driven by
sustained government efforts to enhance
access to hedlthcare, education, livelihood
opportunities, financial inclusion, and
leadership roles. The Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana, launched in 2015, has
enabled millions of women to access
collatera-freeloansto start and expand their
businesses. Under the scheme, loansworth
more than 40 lakh crore rupees had been
dishbursed to beneficiaries by March this
year, of them, around 17 lakh crore rupees
weregiventowomen.

Theflagship schemessuch asPradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, and the Womaniya

initiative have collectively strengthened
women's access to banking, savings, and
entrepreneurid platforms. Under the Jan
Dhan Yojana, a total of over 58 crore
accounts have been opened till date and
out of these, around 33 crore Jan-Dhan
accounts belong to women. Talking to
Akashvani News, aresident of Shimlain
Himacha Pradesh Saroj Bala, sad that
after opening the Jan Dhan account, the
full benefits of government schemes are
now directly credited to her bank account.

Another key initiativeisthe Lakhpeti
Didi programme, whichfocusesonheping
women to achieve sustainable annual
incomes of at least one lakh rupees. The
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme has
contributed to improving the nationa Sex
Ratio a Birth from 918in 2014-15 to 929
in2024-25. With sustained policy support
and innovative programmes, women are
playing a pivota role in shaping a sdlf-
reliant and inclusiveeconomy.

Italian PM GiorgiaMeloni congratul ates
PM Modi on becoming India slongest-
serving elected Prime Minister

New Delhi: Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni has
congratulated Prime Minister
NarendraModi onbecoming India's
longest-serving continuously
elected Prime Minister, describing
the achievement as a historic
milestone and reaffirming the
growing partnership between the
two countries.

In a post on X, Meloni said,
“Congratulations to Narendra
Modi who today becomes the
longest-serving elected Prime
Minister in the history of India. It
has been a pleasure to meet again
in Rome in recent weeks and to
launch together aSpecial Strategic
Partnership that looksto the future
to create new opportunitiesfor our

In apost on X, Meloni said,
“Congratulations to Narendra
Modi who today becomesthe
longest-serving elected Prime
Minister in the history of
India.

Nations and our peoples.”

PM Modi wasonan officid visit
to Italy in May, during which the
two leaders agreed to elevate the
India-Italy Strategic Partnershiptoa
Specia Strategic Partnership, marking
asignificant step forwardin bilateral
relations.

During officid talkshedinRome
on May 20, PM Modi and Prime
Minister Meloni reviewed the
progress achieved under the Joint
StrategicAction Plan 2025-2029 and

discussed waysto further strengthen
cooperation across multiple sectors.

The two leaders welcomed the
strong momentum in high-level
exchanges and the growing
diversfication of bilatera cooperation.
They agreed to indtitutionalise annua
meetings between the two Prime
Ministers, including onthesidelinesof
major multilaterd events, while dso
enhancingministerid andingtitutiond-
levd engagements.

Thediscussions covered abroad
range of areas, including trade and
investment, defence and security,
science and technol ogy, research and
innovation, spacecooperation, energy,
artificial intelligence, critical
technologies, education, culture, and
peopl e-to-peopl e exchanges.

Delhi HC seeksresponseon”

‘ahir Hussain'sbail pleain UAPA case

2024 and had said the

New Delhi : The Delhi High
Court sought aresponseonthe
appeal of Tahir Hussain
against thedenial of bail by the
trial court in the larger
conspiracy of the Delhi riots
case.
Tahir Hussain is an
accused in the larger
Conspiracy of the Delhi riots
case under UAPA. He is
seeking regular bail. Hisearlier
bail plea was rejected by the
trial court.

A division bench of
justices Neena Bansal,
Krishna, and Madhu Jain
issued notice to Delhi Police
and sought a response within
4 weeks.

Additional  Solicitor
General (ASG) SV Raju
alongwith Special Public
Prosecutor (SPP) Madhukar

Pandey, appeared for the
Delhi police.

ASG Raju submitted that
thereisadelay of 187 daysin
filing the appeal against the
order of thetria court.

Advocate Rajiv Mohan
alongwith Sonal Sarda,
appeared for Tahir Hussain
and submitted that the issue
regarding the delay is pending
before the Supreme Court.

The bench also sought a
response on the application
seeking condonation of the
delay. The High Court has
listed the matter for hearing
on July 16.

OnJunel, the Delhi High
Court judge Justice Amit
Sharma had recused from
hearing the bail plea of Tahir
Hussain.

Advocate TaraNarulahas

filed the bail application on
behalf of Tahir Hussain. It is
stated that the trial court had
wrongly rejected thebail plea.
It is also stated that Tahir
Hussain has been in custody
for more than 6 years.

On January 29, Delhi's
Karkardooma Court had
rejected regular bail pleas of
Tahir Hussain, Athar Khan
and Saleem Malik diasMunna

who has been granted bail by
the High court.

Additional SessionsJudge
(ASJ) Sameer Bajpai had
rejected, saying that there is
no meritintheapplicationsin
view of thelegal provisionsof
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The Supreme Court, on
January 5, granted bail tofive
accused in the case. The bail

pleas of Umar Khalid and
Sharjed Imamwerergjected by
the apex court.

"Now, despitethe order of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court
regarding co-accused persons,
when this Court has once
formed the opinion that prima
facieacaseismadeout against
the applicant, no other
different opinion can be
formed now by reviewing the
earlier order," ASIBagjpai said
inthe order passed on January
29.

While dismissing the bail
plea of Tahir Hussain, the
court said, "Accordingly, the
Court doesn't find meritsinthe
application, and the same is
hereby dismissed."

The court had earlier also
dismissed the bail application
of Tahir Hussain on March 30,

Allegations against the
Accused are primafacietrue.

"In the earlier order, this
Court also observed that a
prima facie case was there
against the applicant and the
bar under section 43D(5) OF
UAPA was there, and
therefore, the case of the
applicant was not a fit case
for bail," the court said in the
order.

In this case, Tahir
Hussain, Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam, Natasha
Narwal, Devangana Kalita,
Asif Igbal Tanha, Ishrat Jahan,
SafooraZargar and othersare
accused inthiscase. They are
charge-sheeted under the IPC
and the UAPA. The matter is
at the stage of arguments on
charges.
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Jamadarpall Alrstri
New Flight Pat

(By Ramakanta Biswal)

Sambal pur - The proposed revival
and expansion of the historic
Jamadarpali Airstrip hasgenerated
fresh optimism for the future of
Sambal pur and the wider western
Odisha region. The initiative is
expected to strengthen air
connectivity, boost industrial
investment, promotetourism, and
accelerate regional economic
development.

Established in 1950, the
Jamadarpali Airstrip has largely
remained underutilized over the
decades, serving mainly for VIP
movementsand occasiona official
operations. Despite Sambalpur's
emergence as a major industrial,

educational, and commercia hub

of western Odisha, the region has
long lacked adequate air
connectivity.

Recognizing the growing
importance of the region, the
Central and State governments
haveinitiated stepsto upgradethe
airstrip under the UDAN (Ude
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme,
aimed at enhancing regiona air
connectivity across India.
Officias have already conducted
surveys, and plans are underway
to upgrade the facility to a
Category 2B airstrip capable of
handling small commercial
aircraft.

According to official plans,
approximately 66.7 acres of land

will be transferred in the first
phase, while an additional 100
acres may be acquired for future
expansion. The proposed
development includes runway

Odisha

p Set for Revival, Promising
h for Sambalpur's Growth

enhancement, construction of
terminal infrastructure, improved
security systems, and modern
navigation facilities.

Once operational, the airstrip
isexpected to connect Sambal pur
with major cities such as Bhnal
destinations. Improved
connectivity is likely to benefit
businesstravelers, students, phile
reducing travel timesignificantly.

The project is also expected
to provide a major boost to
industrial growth in Sambalpur,
Rengali, Burla, and nearby
industrial belts. Better air
connectivity could attract inew
investments in sectors such as
steel, aluminum, power, and
mining.

rishometo several prominent
attractions, including the Hirakud
Dam, Maa Samaleswari Temple,
and Debrigarh Wildlife

BHUBANESWAR
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Sanctuary. Improved air access
could significantly increase
tourist arrivals, benefiting local
hotels, transport operators,
handicraft businesses, and
other service sectors.

The airstrip's revival
follows previous attempts to
launch commercial air services
in 2016 and 2022 under the
UDAN scheme. While those
services were eventually
discontinued due to
operational and commercial
challenges, authorities believe
that a more comprehensive
infrastructure upgrade could
ensure long-term sustainability
this time.

Beyond Sambalpur, the

project is expected to benefit
residents of Bargarh, Sonepur,
Deogarh, Balangir, Jharsuguda,
and Sundargarh districts,
strengthening western
Odisha's integration with
national markets  and
transportation networks.

The redevelopment of
Jamadarpali Airstrip is
being viewed not merely
as a transportation project
but as a strategic
investment in the region's
future. If successfully
implemented, it could mark
the beginning of a new
chapter in western Odisha's
economic, inp into a symbol
of progress and connectivity.

PM Modi’s Historic Milestone
Marked with Special Prayers
at Puri Jagannath Temple
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Pui: RimeMiniser NamdaMod
hesachieved ahigoric milestoneby
becominglndidslongest-savingdedted
RimeMinide. His4,399-day tenureis
being viewed ssardfledion of thetrud,
upport and egpirdtions of 1.4 hillion
Indians Theachievament hesparked
oderationsamong BIPleedersand
Upporters aooss the country.

Tomak theoocasion, pedd
prayerswere offered on Weohesokey &
the Shri Jeganneth Templein Ruri.
Union Miniger Arjun Ram Meghwi,
Pui MPSambit Petraand Agit
Patanak MLA Fplli vistedthe
temple offered prayersto Lord
Jgarethandsoughtdivineblessings
Theleedersdso paformed Degp Daen
(lamp offeing) withinthetemple
premiss

Duingthevist, prayaswere
dffered for thenation'speace,
progoarity and continued progress The
leedersexpressed hope thet under
Rime Minger Mod's leedaship,

Indiawould continuetoachievenew
milegonesin development, good
governance, self-relianceand
global recognition, whilefurther
strengthening its position on the
world stage.

Speaking on the occasion,
MP Sambit Patra said thet India
had witnessed severd landmark
achievements under Modi's
leedership over the past decade. He
credited the Prime Minister’s
vision and decisive governance
for enhancing the country’sglobd
standing and described the
milestone as atestament to the faith
reposad in him by the people of
India

Devotess, BJP workasand locd
reddentspresat & thetempledo
weoomedtheoocesonandextended
thar best wishesto the Fime Minider.
Payasweredffered to Lord Jeganath
for thenation'scontinued growth and
progoaity in the years aheed.

L ong Pending Anganwadi
Centre Opens In RemoteAreas

RAYAGADA :- Iong deI ayed
Anganwedi CentreinGhutunavillage
under Raskola Gram Panchayat of
Rayagada district's Bissamcuttack
block hasfinaly been completed and
inaugurated, bringing much needed
childcare and nutrition sarvicesto a
remotetriba region.

Thecentre, sanctioned duringthe
2021-22financid year a anestimated
cost of Rs 10 lakh, had remained
incomplete for severa years. Its
completion comes amid a district
wide drive to expedite unfinished
Anganwadi infrastructure projects.

After assumingcharge, Rayagada
Collector Ashutosh Kulkarni had
directed officials to identify and
completestalled Anganwadi projects
acrossthedidrict. Chief Development
Officer Akshaya Khemundu
subsequently reviewed the progress
of such projects and ingtructed fied
levd officids to ensure their timely
completion.

The newly completed centre
was inaugurated in the presence of
Bissamcuttack Block Development
Officer Shiv Patnaik, Child
Devdopment Project Officer Sagarika
Sehu, Additiondl Assistant Engineer
Ramesh Sahu, Junior Engineer Sagar
Gouda, Sarpanch Rita Bredeka and
other locd representatives.

Located in one of the most
inaccessible pockets of the block,

Raskola Gram Panchayat borders
Gudari and Chandrapur blocksandis
marked by difficult terrain and
connectivity challenges. Local
representatives said the completion
of the project would significantly
strengthen child welfare services in
thearea

According to Panchayat
representatives, the Anganwadi
Centre is expected to benefit more
than 61 children below theageof six,
bes despregnant andlactating mothers
from Ghutuna and nearby
habitations.

Residents welcomed the
commissioning of the facility,
describing it as a long awaited
development for the region. They
expressad hopethat the centrewould
improve access to supplementary
nutrition, preschool education and
maternal healthcare services for
beneficiaries

Officids said the completion of
the project reflects the
adminigration's efforts to accderate
infrastructure development and
improve service ddivery in remote
and tribd aress of the district.

While JE Sagar Goudahasbeen
hailed for his efforts, residents too
have gppreciated the determination
and administrative commitment
shown by the BDO in bringing the
long delayed project to completion.

Beneficiaries deprived of old age pension for
over three months publlc dlscontent mounts

Khordha:-Thousands
beneficiariesunder various social
security schemes have allegedly
not received their monthly
pensions for more than three
months, pushing many into severe
financial hardship. Beneficiaries
of old-age pensions, widow
pensions, disability pensions, and
other welfare schemes are facing
difficultiesin meeting their daily
needs due to the prolonged delay
in disbursement.

Formany elderly, widowed,
and disabled persons, the pension
serves as their primary source of
income. They depend on the
assistanceto purchase medicines,
food, and other essential items.
However, with pension payments
remaining pending for over three
months, many beneficiaries have

] eporti b frced to bor

money to sustain themselves.
Several elderly and vulnerable
individuals are also struggling to
afford medical treatment and
essential medicines, leading to
further health complications.
According to beneficiaries,
despite repeatedly approaching
Panchayat offices, Block offices,
and municipal authorities, they
have not received any clear
information regarding thedelay in
pension payments. Whileofficials
have reportedly assured them that
the issue will be resolved soon,
no visible progress has been made
so far. As aresult, dissatisfaction
among the public is steadily
increasing.Beneficiariesexpressed
concern that although the
government has introduced

various welfare schemes for the
poor, elderly, widows, and
disabled persons, the failure to
ensure timely implementation
defeats the very purpose of such
initiatives. They emphasized that
regular pension disbursement is
essential for the success of these
socia security programs.

Several socia organizations
have also voiced concern over the
situation and demanded the
immediate release of al pending
pension dues. They have urged
the administration to put in place
a permanent mechanism to
prevent such delays in the future
and to provide a clear explanaion
regarding the reasons behind the
prolonged non-payment.

Meanwhile, beneficiaries have
warned that if pension paymentsare
not released at the earliet, they may
be compdlled to launch a callective
protest. Public attention is now
focused on the administration’s
next course of action, asthousands
of beneficiaries continue to wait
for their long-overdue financial
assistance. While some offline
pension modesremain unaffected,
thousands of beneficiaries linked
to online and bank transfer
systems are experiencing severe
fund disruptions.

Administration Removes Encroachments
from I\/Ia| n Road

Bapaiguda (Bikrant Kumar Beborta):
Shops hed bemnillegdlly congructed by
encroeching uponthewdlsof the Block
Cffice, the Fores Department, and the
RI Office, aswdl as onto the Nationd
Highway (NH-326) in Baipariguda ;
however, the adminigration hes now
quietly removed these encroechments
The vaume of trffic on the Nationd
Highway isincreesing dally asdevotess
travd to 'Baba Gupteswar tample ;' a
renowned Shavite drine in Southemn
Odisha The adminigration took this
adiontoaddressisuessuchaslargetrucks
andlong busssgetting gudk ontheman
roed. Itisreported thet themovefalows
persgent complants recaived by the
Didric Cdllector duringpublicgrievance
camps regarding treffic jams caused by
vehidesparkedontheroed Addtiondly,

theainnslra]madedbeaeeroajsde
vendors were causing congestion even
&tertheroedhedbesnwidened. Offidds
presant duringtheevidiondriveinduded
Boipariguda Tahasildar Snigdha
Choudhary , BDO Subrat sshu , AE

= _ 2
KhirodaChandraBehera , Socia

Security Officer Kartika Padhy
along with staff from the Revenue
Department, Fire Department,
Forest Department, and the
Police.

Swachh Bharat cleanliness
drive held at Pun Sea Beach

-
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~~SWACHH BHARAT

Puri: A Svachh Bharet dearliness
drivewasorganised e Puri SeaBeachon
Wednesday morning, drawing
patidpetionfromUnionMinisterof Sete
for Lawv & Judice and Paliamentay
AffarsArjun Ram Meghwd, Puri MP
Sambit Patra, Pipili MLA Ashrit
Pettanayek, Puri Municipel Corporation
(PMC) Commissioner Sheha Arugula,
PMC officids, students and local
resdants

Thedivehighlighted thecdlledtive
commitmeant of public reporesntatives,
avic authorities and dtizens towards
meintaning the deanliness of theiconic
coedline Patidpentsjoinedhendstodesn

the besch and spraad aNarmesaxu
environmenta conservation and
responsible weste digoosd.

Spoeskingontheoocason theleedars
emphadised the importance of public
partidpetion in achieving the dojedives
of the Swachh Bharat Misson and
presarving the naturd beauty of Puri's
renovned beech.

The campeign d<o reinforced the
messepedf environmentd stewardship
and community involvement,
underlining the shared respongibility
of keeping public spaces dean and
promoatingadeaner, greenerandmore
uganeble India

Certificate of
Appreciation to
BLO

:- BLO booth

Jajpur
no 84, of 51 Dharmasala

AC, Sri Smruti Ranjan
Sahani has received
certificate on
appreciation from BDO,
Dharmasala issued by
ERO-cum-ADM(GEN),
Jajpur for his exemplary
work on (100% EF
distributed and 561
digitised) SIR drive.

Mass lamp lighting and prayer
held for Prime Minister’s long
and healthy I|fe

i) i
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Khordha:- A grand mass lamp-
lighting and prayer ceremony was
organized in khordha town to
pray for the long, healthy, and
prosperous life of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The event was
organized by the BJP, khordha
assembly constituency, at the
shrine of Shri Shri Lokeswar Dev
under the khordha municipality.
Hundreds of women, youth,
intellectuals, and party workers
participated in the programme and
offered prayers for the Prime
Minister’'s good health and
longevity, as well as for the
continued progress and
prosperity of the nation. Devotees
lit hundreds of lamps and sought
divine blessings for peace,
harmony, and devel opment across
the country. Speaking on the
occasion, participants recalled
Prime Minister Modi’sleadership
in advancing national
development, welfare of the poor,
the vision of an Atmanirbhar
Bharat and enhancing India’'s
global stature. They said that his
commitment to public service,
welfare-oriented governance,
women’sempowerment, farmers
welfare, youth development, and
infrastructure growth has earned

him immense respect and trust
among the people. The gathering
also prayed that the Prime
Minister continues to enjoy good
health and remains capable of
carrying forward his
responsibilities toward nation-
building in the years ahead. The
entire atmosphere wasfilled with
devotion, patriotism, and
spiritual fervour. Among those
present were MLA & khordha
district planning committee
chairman, PrasantaKumar Jagdev,
women |leader Basanti Mahapatra,
BJP, State Executive Committee
Member Nikunj Kishore Pattnaik,
BJP, khordha district Vice-
President Dillip Hota, along with
several prominent personalities,
members of the BJP Mahila
Morcha and Yuva Morcha, and
local intellectuals. The programme
concluded with a collective
prayer for the unity, integrity, and
prosperity of the nation.
Participants expressed their
dedication to the country and
extended their heartfelt wishesfor
Prime Minister Modi’s continued
good hedlth, success, andlonglife.
The event ended on a note of
devotion, patriotism, and public
service.

Urban Public Relations Program
begl nsat Khanar Road NAC

NUAPADA/KHARIAR ROAD,

June 10 ( T.Dewangan ) : The
Notified Area Council (NAC),
Khariar Road has launched an
urban public relations and citizen
participation program at Banka
Ward No.-01, Khariar Road in
Nuapada District on Tuesday.

The event was organized
with the aim of ensuring active
participation of citizens in the
urban development process and
increasing awareness about
government schemes.

NAC Chairperson Dr. Sonia
Jain, Vice President Nishant Daga,
Executive Officer Kamlasan Rath,
MP Representative Goldy
Agrawa, Ranjan Joshi from PHD,
employees from various
departments and local residents
were present on the occasion.

Direct discussions were held
with the public to collect their

Wm T\

problems, complaints, opinions,
and development-related
suggestions.

The program will create
awareness about various welfare
schemes of the Central and State
Governments, urban devel opment
programmes, cleanliness and
sanitation, environmental
protection, civic services and
major flagship schemes of the
Government.

Smilarly, discussonswerehed
onditizen grievanceredressd, public
awareness campagns, community-
based activities, and increasing
public participation in urban
development.

It isto be noted that such urban
public relations and citizen
participation programs will be
organized periodicdly from June 9
to June 21, 2026 in various wards of
the Khariar Road NAC area.
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Health team went to villageto investigate death due No development work at GPlevel
to expired medici ne, Expert suspected itMalaria

Health team went to village
to investigate death due to
expired medicine, Expert
suspected it Malaria
Keonjhar : A team of doctors
went to Talabarudavillagein
Banspal block, Keonjhar
district, on Wednesday to
investigate the alleged death
of an 11 years old girl who
consumed expired
medicine.The girl was
identified as Hiramani Naik
(11), daughter of ASHA
worker Sridevi Naik. It was
reveal ed that the boy and girl
had afever, and Sridevi had
collected medicine from the
nearby ANM center. After
consuming themedicine, the
two fell ill and were first
taken to Banspal
Community Health Center
and then to the district
headquarters hospital. L ater,
itwasfound that themedicine
had expired. The girl died
there. Therefore, the girl's
family alleged that the death
resulted from expired
medicine. In this regard,
CDMO Dr. Dhaneshwar
Sethi said that amedical team
has been ordered to
investigate theincident. The
real reason will be known
after the team visits the
village, conducts a detailed
investigation and submits a

report.

After the
complaint the CDMO
Keonjhar conducted an
investigation. A team led by

Banspal Community Health
Center Officer Dr. Biswgjit
Naik visited thevillagetoday
and conducted a detailed
investigation into the
incident.

The family
members and villagers were
interviewed, and the
investigation was conducted
at the Singpur ANM Center.
Thereport will be submitted
tothe CDMO today, said Dr.
Biswagjit Nayak.

The deceased
girl was malaria positive.
Therefore, she had taken
malariamedicine. However,
the cause of death will be
known after a detailed
investigation, Dr. Naik
added.

Mother of
the deceased girl, Sridevi
Naik, said, "When her
daughter suffered afever, she
took her to the ANM center
where malariawas detected.
She gave pills. | feed the
tablets after lunch at home.
Since the fever was high
during the day, when |
verified the tablets, | found
that they had expired. Then
| contacted theANM and she
gave a different medicine.
When the fever could not
recede, | took both children
to Banspa CHC, they gave
her injections and sent her
to Keonjhar district
headquarter hospital. Thegirl
diedthere. Then, thegirl had
aproblem likefaintingwhile

being moved to medical.
Therefore, it was suspected
that she had cerebra malaria.
However, since she was
suffering from malaria, the
cause of death is said to be
malariafever. Inthisregard,
former CDMO and former
District Malaria Officer Dr.
Udayanath Barik said that
since the girl's blood tested
positive for malaria and she
wastaking medicine, thereis
a high possibility that the
death was due to cerebral
(brain) malaria. There is no
such problem with taking
expired medicine becausethe
effects of the medicine last
for afew days. However, if
itiscerebral maariafever, it
ismore dangerousand causes
loss of life. Therefore,
immediate steps must be
taken to detect and treat
malariainthevillage.
Health

Department had been
reporting that no onehad died
of malaria in Kendujhar
district for the past few
years. However, many
social workers did not
accept this. Often, deaths
due to malaria were
allegedly attributed to
other causes. Once, the
death of hundreds of
people in a year due to
malaria in Kendujhar
district in a single year
once became the center of
discussion across the
country. Later, a large
amount of money was
received in the district for
malaria prevention and
free treatment was
provided along with free
mosquito nets, regular blood
sample collection, etc.
While
the health department claims
zero death of dueto Maaria

inthedistrict for someyears,
this child's death is now a
concern for the Health

Department. Doctors
suspect that the girl's death
was due to cerebral malaria.
However, they arenot saying
anything clearly. Everyone
is watching what
information the CDMO
gives after receiving the
report. Although the
number of malaria patients
is high in the tribal-
dominated areas of
Kendujhar district, many
times it is not detected in
remote areas or people do
not cometo Lochan if they
die. On the other hand, the
health department is aso
not properly investigating
such deaths and is giving
other reasons, sothesituation
will become alarming if the
government does not take
steps in this regard.

JSW Utka Stedl holds Plantation Drive
& Envr ronmental Awareness Initiatives

Paradip:-JB/N Utkd Sed Limited,

Parades, commemorated World
Environment Day 2026 with grest
enthusiasm at its Greenfield
Integrated Sed Rant Prget ste
Theeventwasorganizedinlinewith
thisyear'sgoodl theme, “Ingoired
byNature ForClimete, For Fuire”
and witnessed edtive partidipetion
from senior management,
amployess busnessessodites and
locd sekehdlders

Aspat of the odeoration, alarge-
scae plantation drive was
underteken under the aegis of the
Minigry of Environment, Forest
and Climate ChangeésMission
LiFE (Lifestyle  for
Environment) initiativeand the
nationwide campaign “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam.” Participants

planted sgplings acrossthe project
aeg redfirmingtheircommitment
toervironmental consarvationand
aanebledeveopmean.

TheprogrammewasgreodbyMrs
Bibechita Sarangi, In-Charge
Regiond Officer, Paradegp, who
attended as the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gethering, she
emphasized the collective
responsibility of every citizen
towards protecting the
environmentand highlightedthe
importance of adopting
sudtaineblelifestylepracticesto
ensure acleaner, hedthier, and
greener future. She gppreciated
the proactive environmental
measures undertaken by JSW
Utka Sted during the project
development phase and

expressed satisfaction with the
company's commitment to
evironmentd gewardship.

To mark the occasion, various
employecengagement activities,
including Essay Writing, Poster
Making, and Group Discussion
Competitions, were organized
to promote environmental
awareness. The Chief Guest
digtributed prizestothewinners
and commended their effortsin
spreading the message of
environmental sustainability.
Further strengthening thegreen
initiative, indoor plants were
digtributed among employees
to encourage the creation of
greener and healthier
workplaces.

The celebration reflected ISW
Utkal Steel’s unwavering
commitment to environmental
protection, dimate action, and
sustainable  industrial
development, reinforcing
itsvisonof building agreener
future for generations to

District level Devarshi
Narad Jayanti celebrated
at Paradip

Paradip: - The birth
anniversary of the
world's first journalist
Maharshi Narada was
organized in the
premises of Paradip

Saraswati Sishu
Vidyamandir on
Wednesday afternoon.

The program was
organized by Viswa
Sambad Kendra. On the
occasion,Rashtriya
Swayamsevak
Sangh(RSS) Rejional
Head Sumant Kumar
Panda participated and
discussed in detail about
the role of Narad and his
noble teachings about

journalism. He said that
the Sangh is not an
organization but an
organization of society.
Senior journalist
Shukdev Jena, Sasanka
Shekhar Acharya and
Sudarshan Biswal were
felicitated in the
program. Finally,
Sasanka Acharya was
nominated as the
Paradip city Media
Relations Head. The
program was managed
by District Publicity
Head Tapas Kumar Dash
while Advocate
Ravindra Kumar Jena
coordinated the event.

JSW JFE Steel M arksWorI d Environment Day with
Plantation Dr|ve and Sustal nability Initiatives

Sambalpur - JSW JFE Stedl

Limited successfully
celebrated World
Environment Day 2026 with
a series of awareness and
sustainability initiatives,
reaffirming its commitment
to environmental
conservation and responsible
industrial growth.
Theweek-long celebrations,
held from 1st June to 5th
June across the plant,
township, and surrounding
communities, witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from employees, students,
and local residents. Various

competltlons including quiz '

contests, drawing, slogan
writing, and poster-making,
were organized to

promote environmental
awareness and encourage
community engagement in
sustainability efforts.

A large-scaeplantation drive
was conducted under the
theme “Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam”, highlighting the
importance of increasing
green cover and preserving
ecological balance. The
initiative received active
participation from
employees and community

membersalike.

The celebration was graced
by Dr. S. N. Nanda, Regional
Officer, State Pollution
Control Board, Sambal pur,
who attended the closing
ceremony as the
distinguished guest.
Addressing the gathering, he
emphasized the need for
collective action and
sustainable practices to
safeguard the environment
for future generations.
Aspart of the celebrations, a
technical workshop on
“Utilization of Industrial By-
products in Sustainable

Agricultural Applications’
wasorganized on June4. The
session was led by Dr.
RubinaK hanam, Scientist,
Crop Production
Department, ICAR—Central
Rice Research Institute
(CRRI), Cuttack, while Dr.
Pratap

Bhattacharya, Principal
Scientigt, joinedvirtualy. The
experts highlighted
innovative approaches for
the

productive utilization of
industrial by-products in
agriculture, supporting
sustai nablefarming practices
and

resource efficiency.

The initiative aligns with
the vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat by contributing to
Reduced fertilizer
imports,

Conservation of foreign
exchange, Promotion of
circular economy principles
and Enhancement of
environmental
sustainability.

Senior leadership of JISW JFE
Steel Limited, including Mr.
Umesh Rai, Whole-time
Director & CEO, Mr.
Prakash Sappa, COO, Mr.
Hidenari Suzuki, Vice

President—Sales& Marketing
and Mr. Manoj Patwari,

Vice President & Zond Heed -
CPR Utility, Environment &
CPT, along with other
zonal heads, |IM
members, department
heads, and employees,
participated in the
program.

During the felicitation
ceremony on World
Environment Day, speakers
reflected onthisyear'stheme,
“Inspired

by Nature. For Climate. For
Our Future.” They
encouraged collective
responsibility to act locally
while

thinking globally to address
environmental & climate
challenges.

The celebrations concluded
with arenewed commitment
from JSW JFE Steel Limited
to develop innovative,
scalable and sustainable
solutions through
collaboration among
industry, academia, and
regulatory authorities,
while continuing its
journey towards a greener
future, environmentally
conscious Responsible
Steel production

-All PRI members meet Collector

Jagatsinghpur, All the PRI
membersunder eight Block
of district, all ZillaParisad
Membersincluding Block
Chairman, Vi- Chairman,
President and Vi- President
of Zillaparisad with MLA ,
Balikuda- Erasamameet
Collector regarding
development work at GP
level. They alleged that all
development work at
Gram Panchayat level
held up since two years.
Though Raghunath pur
Block PRI members
including Chairman, Vi-
charman and Zilla
Parisad members started
movement on 19/5/26 and
BDO with Zilla parisad
Executive Officer cum

Development Officer
assured to solve the
problem within three
days but no action taken
till to day. Similarly all
BDO are reluctant to
start development work
due to political pressure.
As Bikashita Gram
Bikashita Odisha yojana
isnot clear till to- day ,

devel opment work
hampered. So, al PRI
members, Block

Chairman,Vi- Chairman
, Zilla parisad
President demanded
before Collector to
start development work
at GP level before
commencement of
Panchayat Election .

BJPMarks PM Modi'sRecord 12-Year
Tenure With Pujas, Aartisacross Paradip

Paradip, (DMS): - Wishing
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi along and healthy life
for his long tenure as the
Prime Minister, State
Minister for Industries, SKill
Development and Technical
Education Sampada Chandra
Swain dong with Paradip BJP
mandd workerslit lanps a the
local Hanuman temple on
Wednesday and prayed to Lord
Hanuman.

Modi has created a new
chapter in the country's
democratichistory by surpassing
thedl-timerecord of Indidsfirst
PimeMiniger Pandit Jawaharld
Nehru and achieving a histaric
feet of 4,399 consecutivedaysin
office. This extraordinary
achievement reflects the
unwavering faith of the people
of India in his visionary
leadership, tirdess hard work,

service spirit and strong
commitmenttonaionbuilding.In
thelast 12 years Modi'scgpable
leadership has brought many
epoch-making reforms in the
country and has given a new
shape to Indias development
journey. From farmers to
entrepreneurs, from women to
MSMEs and youth to the
middedass thebendfitsof every
magjor welfare scheme of the
Modi government havereached
the grassroots level and
empowered crores of the
country's people. Under his
strongleedership, Indiatoday hes
achieved remarkable successin
economic growth, expansion of
infrastructure, sdf-relianceinthe
defense  sector, socia
empowerment andtechnologica
advancement. Along with
increasing Indids pride in the
world, thereviva of thecountry's

cultural and civilizational
consciousness has aso been
possible. As he completes 12
years as Prime Minigter, his
inspiringledership continuesto
ingoirecroresof Indiansandguide
the country's transformationa
journey towards a 'Developed
India by 2047. On behdf of the
people of Jagatsinghpur and the
entire gate of Odisha, Miniger
Shri Swainconveyed hisheartfdt
greetings to the Prime Minister
for his continuous service to
Mother Indiaand prayedtoLord
Jagannath for his healthy,
peeceful andlonglifeand success
inthedaysahead. Theprogram
wassuccessfully organized by
BJP Paradip Mandal
President Subrat Pradhan and
Minister'slocal representative
Sarbeshwar Badliarsingh, and
hundreds of BJP workers and
activists participated in it.

‘E' PROCUREMENT NOTICE NO.RWD-IIlJJPR-02/2026-27

1. Name of work

. Total No of Work

. Estimated Cost (Approx.)
. Period of Completion

. Class of contractors

[ N T ]

Other details as follows:

a) Procurement officer
Jaraka

b) Awvailability of tender online

& submission of bid

c) Last date & time of seeking

of tender clarification

d) Opening of Tender

Further details can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersodisha.gov.in

25001/374/2627

rwdivision_jaraka@yahoo.co.in

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS DIVISION-II, JAJPUR

: Building works in the District of Jajpur

for the year 2026-27

:+ 08 nos. of works.

:As indicated against each work in the NIT
: As indicated against each work in the NIT
: As indicated against each work in the NIT

: Superintending Engineer Rural Works Division-Il, Jajpur at
:16.06.2026 at 11.00 AM to 25.06.2028 upto 5.00 PM

1 24.06.2026 upto 4.00 PM

*25.06.2026 at 5.30 PM

Superintending Engineer
Rural Works Division-lI

Jajpur at Jaraka

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR, GEOLOGY
GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT DIVISION, CUTTACK

1 FLOOR OF SURVEY AND MAP PUBLICATION OFFICE, BADA JOBRA, COLLEGE SQUARE, CUTTACK-753003
email-srgeologisicuttacki@gmail com, Phone No-06712954096
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

- Procurement Notice @ 498 Drate: B6.06.2026

The Deputy Director Geology, Ground Water Development Division, Cuttack on behalf” of the
Governor of Odisha invites on-line item rate bids from eligible 'D" & "C' Class contractors (or equivalent) for
the construction of the fiollowing civil works under CHHATA and ARUA scheme during FY 2026-27.

Est.

cost | EMIY
{m Bid
. Lakh)| security

5l. (Excl. (in Bs)

No Mame of the work GETY (Online) Bid ldentification Mo,
1|06 nos RRHS in Naugaon Block of Jagatsinghpur Dist, 1556 15600 0 iGWDCTC/CHIATA26-27
207 nos RRHS in Kujanga Block of Jagatsinghpur Dist, 182 0 18300 | D2GWDCTC/CHHATALG-2T
3 06 nos RRHS in Jagatsinghpur Block of Jagatsinghpur Dist. 156 13600 03/GWDCTC/CHHATA26-27

15 Nos. Of Recharge Shaft in Kijanga Block of Jagatsinghpur 877 RR00
4 | Dist. . OLGWDOTC/ ARUAZG-2T
5 6 Mos. OF Recharge Shaft in Dasarathpur Block of Jajpur Dist, 1095 110000 02GWDCTC/ARUA26-27
6 6 Mos. OF Recharge Shafl in Dasarathpur Block of Jajpur Dist, 1045 10500 03/ GWDCTC/ARUA26-27
06 Nos. Of Recharge Shaft in Panamundai Block of 076 10800
7 Kendrapada Dist, ' /GWDCTC/ARUA26-27
06 Mos. Of Recharge Shaft in Pattamundai Block of 026! 10300

8 Kendrapada Dist,

Peried of Completion: 60 Days for all works,
Cost of Tender Document: Rs. 6,000/~ (Omline) for all works.

Start Date of availability of bid document online: 09.06.2026 from 11.00 AN
Lasgt Date of availability of bid document online: 22.06.2026 up o 05.00 PM
Last date and time for receipt of bid document: 22062026 up to 05.00 PM
Date and Time of opening of bid document: 23062026 from 11.00 ANM

O5(GWDCTC/ARUARZ6-2T

Further details and other necessary documents can be seen and downloaded from the e-procurement portal:

www._tendersodisha gov.in.

32001/372/2627

Sdi-
Deputy Director, Geology,
G.W.D. Division, Cuttack
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Delayed
Justice

INEMA does not create stereotypes, it
amplifieslived experience. In the case of
the judiciary, images and dialogue
continue to lend familiarity to the
systemic anomalies. The delay in the
delivery of justiceisnow so normalised
that only very unusual instances garner
attention — minus the revulsion such
absurdity should ideally trigger. In Bihar,

it took over 30 yearsto sentence an 85-year-old man
to three yearsin jail in an attempt-to-murder case.
Herememberslittle about theincident. In UP, after a
27-year trial for criminal intimidation, awobbly 80-
year-old was told to stand in court for a day as
punishment. He faithfully attended the hearings.
Confession and an appeal for mercy led to theverdict.
In Mumbai, an 80-year-old will go to prison for a
crime committed 13 years ago.

By 2025, the National Judicial DataGrid reported
more than 5.1 crore pending cases, nearly 4.5 crore
of these in subordinate courts. A speedy trial is a
fundamental right, yet remains symbolic for most
undertrials. They comprise over 70% of the prison
population. Many have spent moreyearsin jail than
the punishment prescribed for their alleged crimes.
Delay seems to be the default option of criminal
procedure. Hurdles can be expected at every stage -
- from the FIR to investigations, filing of the
chargesheet, framing of charges, the trial, and the
appeal. Thefix isknown. Courts with the sanctioned
strength, police reforms, technology integration,
strong anti-corruption measures, hybrid courts,
strengthening legal aid and more lok adalats are all
doable. The sluggish clean-up adds to the crisis of
credibility. A loss of trust in procedures opens a
window for corruption.

The apex court has time and again expressed its
dismay over the state of affairs. Institutional
efficiency needs a more direct and determined
intervention.

SC Observation

ecent observations by the Supreme
Court that consensual premarital
relationships cannot betreated asa"blot
on character" mark animportant moment
in India's evolving understanding of
personal liberty. The court's messageis
simple yet profound: private choices
made by consenting adults should not
become groundsfor social condemnation
or institutional discrimination. The case
before the court illustrates this principle
vividly. The dispute arose from the
cancellation of the candidature of a
police constable aspirant who had
disclosed, while applying for the post,
that a criminal case had been registered
against him by awoman with whom he
had allegedly been in arelationship for
nearly four years. The woman claimed
that the appellant had promised to marry
her but eventually married another
woman. The authoritiestreated the mere
existence of the relationship as evidence of
questionable character. The SC rightly rejected this
approach, observing that consensual premarital
relationships cannot automatically amount to moral
turpitude.

For far too long, the idea of "character" in India
has been shaped by rigid moral codes, often applied
unevenly and disproportionately to women.
Employment opportunities and social acceptance
have frequently been influenced by judgments about
an individual's private life rather than professional
competence or adherence to the law. By separating
legality from morality, the court has reaffirmed a
constitutional principle: the State cannot police the
intimate choices of adults.

At the same time, the judiciary has emphasised
the need to distinguish between consensual
relationships and genuine cases of coercion or
deception. Not every failed relationship warrants
criminal prosecution. Laws meant to protect women
must remain robust, but they should not become
instruments for adjudicating private morality. A
mature soci ety safeguards dignity not through stigma
and silence, but through respect for autonomy,
informed dialogue and commitment to consent.

Editorial
The [gUSTle R el[e=Xo i Gen Z

Tejeswar Patnaik

India's demographic dividend is one of
its greatest strengths. However,
repeated institutional failures in
education and employment-related
systems are generating growing
frustration among the country's youth,
particularly Generation Z.

In recent weeks, incidents such as
the NEET paper leak, discrepanciesin
the evaluation of CBSE Class XII
answer sheets, and technical failuresin
the CUET examination have triggered
strong resentment and anguish among
lakhs of students, popularly referred
to as Generation Z (Gen Z).

. Incidents of student suicidesin the
aftermath of the NEET paper |eaks
have intensified public concern and
discontent. Repeated examination
irregularities have raised serious
questions regarding the credibility and
integrity of India's examination system.
Moreover, Thousands of parents spend
substantial portions of their savings on
coaching and preparation for competitive
examinations.

These devel opments have prompted
millions of students to follow a social
media platform called the Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP), created by Shri Avijit
Dipke. A controversial remark against
India's unemployed youth by ajudge of
the Supreme Court triggered massive
reactions from lakhs of India's Gen Z
students on social media. What initially
began as an online meme campaign has
now evolved into a protest movement,
culminating in ademonstration at Jantar
Mantar on the 6th of this month and
demanding the resignation of the Union
Education Minister. Frequent paper
leaks and examination fraud over the
past decade across different states have
eroded public confidence in the system.
The Cockroach Movement has put up
before the Government a five-point
manifesto comprising educational
reforms, judicial accountability, electoral

integrity, afifty per cent reservation for
women in Parliament and Cabinet
positions, atwenty-year election ban on
MLAs and MPs who defect from one
party to another, and the cancellation of
broadcast licences of large corporate
groups owning mediaentities.

The CJP has reportedly given a
seven-day ultimatum seeking the
resignation of the Union Education
Minister, holding him morally
responsiblefor the recurring paper leaks.
There is an urgent need for a leakage-
proof and transparent system in all
examination boards and testing agencies
which conduct entrance examinations,
professional tests, and government
recruitment examinations. Failure to
addresstheseissues may adversely affect
the credibility of Indian academic
credentials abroad, tarnishing our
country’s image . The concerns of the
youth must therefore be addressed with
sincerity and commitment before their
anger becomes more widespread and
disruptive.

Generally, those born between 1997
and 2012 are categorized as Gen
Z,(Source: The Pew Research
Centre.)They generally fall within the
age group of approximately 15 to 29
years. Gen Z isasmart, forward-looking,

and digitally savvy generation. It
remains highly sensitive to flaws in
systems and corruption in institutions
while strongly believingin transparency,
merit, and accountability.

India is currently leveraging its
demographic dividend, withamedian age
of around 29 years for its population.
Thisyoungworkforcewill beapillar of
strength for the country's agriculture,
manufacturing, and services sectorsover
the next two decades and is likely to
reshape India's economic and cultural
|landscape.

Gen Z holds immense significance
in India's growth trajectory. According
to a BCG report, India has the largest
Gen Z population in the world,
accounting for nearly 30 to 40 per cent
of the country's total population while
constituting about 25 per cent of the
workforce. Furthermore, thisgeneration
contributes nearly 43 per cent of the
country's household consumption, and
its collective income is estimated at
around $200 billion.

Givenits demographic strength and
economic significance, Gen Z will play
aseminal rolein the next two decades.
The Government should pay attention
to Quality education in government
schools, colleges, and vocational
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institutions so that the vast majority of
students can access meaningful learning
opportunities. A substantial allocationin
public expenditure on education,
research, and development deserves
serious consideration by both the Central
and State Governments.

Thecountry alsofacestheformidable
challenge of creating adequate
employment opportunities for millions
entering the workforce every year. The
recent Economic Survey has projected
that India's working-age population will
be around 98 crores by 2030. Therefore,
creation of jobs for the youth is of
paramount importance, as this large
working-age populationisboth anational
asset and a key driver of economic
growth. According to CMIE estimates,
the country's unemployment rate stood
at around 6.85 per cent in May 2026,
while youth unemployment remained
significantly higher.

Political parties, irrespective of their
ideological differences, must rise above
partisan politics and addressthe concerns
of Gen Z, which constitutes a substantial
segment of the electorate. The movement
has gained momentum within a very
short period and succeeded in drawing
national attention to the issues affecting
students and unemployed youth. Viksit
Bharat @2047 vision document seeks
to transform India into a developed
nation by 2047, with vyouth
empowerment identified as one of its
key pillars.

India's youth must therefore be
empowered through quality education,
skill development, institutional
transparency, and employment-
generation opportunities. The political
|eadership of the country must address
the concerns of Gen Z and undertake
meaningful reforms to restore their faith in
publicingtitutions. Thegrowing anger anong
young Indians should beviewed not merely
asaprotest but asacal for accountability,
fairness, and systemic reform.

Dr Vijay Garg

For centuries, science has sought to understand the
fundamental nature of reality. From the ancient Greek
concept of indivisible atomsto modern particle physics,
humanity has often assumed that everything in the
universe can be explained by smaller and smaller
particles. This view has been enormously successful,
leading to remarkable discoveries and technological
advancements. Yet, an increasing number of scientists
and philosophersarguethat theideaof apurely particle-
based universe may itself be anillusion.

The particle-centric worldview suggests that all
matter, energy, life, and consciousness emerge fromtiny
building blocksinteracting according to physical laws.
The Standard Model of particle physics, one of the
most successful theories ever developed, identifies
fundamental particles such as quarks, electrons, and
neutrinos as the constituents of matter. Discoverieslike
the Higgs boson have reinforced confidence in this
framework.

However, modern physics has also revealed
profound limitations to this perspective.

One challenge arises from quantum mechanics. At
thequantum level, particlesdo not behavelike miniature
billiard balls. Instead, they often exist as probabilities
rather than definite objects. Experiments show that
particles can display wave-like properties, appear to
be in multiple states simultaneously, and become
entangled acrossvast distances. |n many interpretations
of quantum theory, the distinction between particles
and waves becomes blurred, suggesting that particles
may not bethe ultimatereality but rather manifestations
of deeper underlying phenomena.

The concept of quantum fields further complicates
the particle-only picture. According to quantum field
theory, fields—not particles—are the fundamental
entities. Particles are merely excitations or vibrations
within these fields. An electron, for example, is not a
tiny solid object but alocalized excitation of theelectron
field. Inthisview, the universe resembles a vast ocean
of interacting fields, with particles appearing like
temporary ripples on the surface.

Another challenge comesfrom the study of complex
systems. Life, ecosystems, economies, and even the
human brain exhibit properties that cannot be easily
understood by examining individual particles alone.
Emergent phenomena arise when simple components
interact in large numbers, creating behaviors and
structures that are absent at the microscopic level. A
single water molecule is not "wet," yet billions of
molecules together produce the familiar property of
wetness. Similarly, consciousness may not be fully
explained by reducing the brain to atoms and particles.

The mystery deepens when we consider
information. Increasingly, physicists are recognizing
information asafundamental ingredient of reality. Some
theories suggest that information may be more basic
than matter itself. The famous phrase "It from Bit,"
proposed by physicist John Archibald Wheeler,

encapsul ates the idea that physical reality may emerge
frominformational processesrather than from particles
aone.

Cosmology also challenges reductionist
assumptions. Ordinary matter—the particles we know
and understand—accounts for only about five percent
of the universe. The remainder consists of dark matter
and dark energy, mysterious entities whose nature
remains largely unknown. If most of the cosmos is
composed of something beyond familiar particles, then
our current understanding capturesonly asmall fraction
of redlity.

Some cutting-edge theories push these ideas even
further. Certain approachesto quantum gravity suggest
that space and time themselves may not be fundamental.
Instead, they could emerge from deeper structures
involving information, geometry, or quantum
entanglement. If space and time are emergent, then
particles existing within space may also be secondary
features rather than the universe's ultimate building
blocks.

The particle-only worldview also influences how
we think about ourselves. If humans are merely
collections of particles, then concepts such asmeaning,
purpose, creativity, and consciousness may appear to
be nothing more than accidental byproducts of matter.
Yet human experience seems richer than such
reductionist descriptions suggest. While science
continuesto investigate consciousness, many researchers
acknowledge that understanding subjective experience
remains one of the greatest unsolved problems.

This does not mean that particles are unimportant.
They remainindispensabletoolsfor explaining countless
physical phenomena. The mistake lies not in studying
particles but in assuming that particles alone provide a
complete description of reality. History repeatedly
showsthat scientific understanding evolveswhen deeper
layers of explanation are discovered beneath accepted
models.

The universe may be composed not merely of
particles but of fields, information, relationships, and
emergent structures. Reality could be far more
interconnected and dynamic than the particle-only
perspective allows. Asscience advances, wearelearning
that reductionism, while powerful, has limits. The
deepest truths of existence may lie not only in the
smallest components of nature but also in the patterns,
connections, and principles that bind them together.

The delusion of a particle-only universeis not that
particles do not exist. Rather, it is the belief that they
are the whole story. The unfolding journey of modern
science suggeststhat reality isricher, stranger, and more
profound than a collection of tiny objects moving
through empty space. Understanding that complexity
may be one of the greatest intellectual adventures of the
twenty-first century.

Dr Vijay Garg Retired Principal ? Educational
columnist Eminent Educationist street kour Chand
MHR Malout Punjab

Everything
beginswith
your thoughts

UtkalanandaAjaya Kumar Behera
Among al species on the planet, the human being is
considered to be the most superior only because of his
ability to think and discriminate. It is said that even
after death, thoughts remain indelible — such is the
power of thought. Among the many factors that
influence and change aperson’slife, theforemost factor
isthought. We say that a certain person changed dueto
this or that circumstance or incident. The truth,
however, isthat the changes come from his thoughts,
and not only because of any external happening. A lot
depends on how you think about a situation and the
attitude with which you deal with it.

It has been proven that people under similar
circumstances behave and respond very differently
because of diffferencesin their thinking; one may make
himself miserablewhiletheother may till remain joyous.
Indeed, al the ups and downs, joys and sorrows in an
indivivdual’s life begin with his thoughts. Thoughts are
the kind of fire that can burn, aswell asillumine. They
can, likeaneedleand thread, bring diverse peopletogether.
Thoughts can divide, too. Even though man does not
possess sharp claws or canine teeth, he is considered to
be the most dangerous and violent being on the planet
today because of histhoughts. He thinks up ruleswhich
he uses for his own aggrandisement and engages in
destructive activity. On the other hand, he could well live
alifeof peace, non-violence, compassion and service on
the basis of his thoughts.

All great sages and spiritual people have
identified thought asthe most potent strength of ahuman
being. Just asfire heats up the environs, so too thoughts
that have the power to transform the personality of the
person who comes into contact with them.Thoughts
transformed Arjun to face life's challenges. Thoughts
turned therobber Ratnakar into Vamiki. Very subtlewaves
areemitted by thoughts. Thesewaves set apart one person
from another. Those who are obsessed with the body
find that their thought waves are weak. Thought waves
become strong and powerful whenthey are centred around
intense ideas that are engaged in the quest for truth and
moral rectitude. Such thinkers are able to influence
innumerable people over time. That is why we need to
cultivate the art of positive thinking rather than get
entangled in negativities.

It is only because of revolutionary thinking
that changes have been brought about in the field of
religion, tradition, politics and society. If wisdom and
clarity are not present in thoughts, then major
problems get created. Misunderstanding and distrust
are born. In one minute, all relationships change
character. Misunderstandings can run so deep that they
get carried over from one generation to the next. Not
only that, the tight knot of hatred and anger that can
never be unravelled, gets formed. So think wisely.
Thoughts make words meaningful; in fact all human
actions are made meaningful.

Editor The Niyati, PC. Sarakar Lane, Arundoya
Market, Cuttack, Mob. : 9437031253
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New Delhi,10/6: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesday sought a
response from the Delhi Policeon
a bail pleafiled by former Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) councillor
Tahir Hussain in the larger
conspiracy caselinked to the 2020
riots.A division bench of Justices
NeenaBansa Krishnaand Madhu
Jain also sought a reply to his
request for condonation of the 67
day delay in filing an appeal
against the order of a
Karkardoomacourt dismissing his
bail plea in the case registered
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) and
various provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Posting the matter before the
roster bench on July 16, the Delhi
High Court recorded that
Additional Solicitor General S.V.
Raju, appearing on behaf of the
Delhi Police, had appeared on
advance notice and sought time
to respond to both the appeal and

Four Killed AsCar
PlungesIn’500-
MetreGorgeln
Uttarakhand's
Mussoorie

Dehradun,10/6: Four people
lost their lives after a car
reportedly went out of control
and plunged nearly 500 metres
into adeep gorgein
Uttarakhand's Mussoorie on
Wednesday morning, prompting
amassive rescue operation
involving multiple emergency
agencies.Thefatal accident took
place on the Jharipani-Kolukhet
shortcut road at around 9 am.,
officials said. Teams from the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), the State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
police, fire services, and medical
personnel were immediately
deployed to the site, with
rescue efforts being carried out
on awar footing.According to
officials, the Mussoorie police
station received information
through the police control room
(112) at 9.16 am. regarding a
vehiclethat had falleninto a
deep gorge aong Jharipani
Road. Following the alert,
personnel from the Mussoorie
police, SDRF, thefire
department, and the 108
ambulance service rushed to the
accident site without
delay.Eyewitnesses told
authorities that the car had
briefly stopped at a roadside
shop before the accident. The
occupants reportedly informed
the shopkeeper that they were
travelling from Uttarkashi.
After purchasing some items
and returning to the vehicle, the
situation took atragic
turn.According to eyewitness
accounts, moments after the
passengers got back into the
car, it suddenly started rolling
down the steep slope at high
speed.The driver was unable to
regain control of thevehicle,
which veered off the roadway,
crossed a vacant stretch of land,
and eventually plunged into the
deep gorge.During the course of
the rescue operation, police
identified the four occupants of
the vehicle as Satyaprakash, a
resident of Haryana's Sonipat;
Manit, aged 19; Savita, 48, wife
of Dharmveer and aresident of
Nehru Nagar in Ghaziabad; and
Sangeeta, 46, wife of Tituand a
resident of Karol Baghin
Delhi.Rescue teamsfaced
considerabledifficultiesin
reaching thewreckage because
of the extreme depth of the
gorge and the presence of dense
vegetation and thick
undergrowth. Officials said the
challenging terrain significantly
slowed the rescue process and
required sustained efforts by
emergency personnel.
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the application for condonation
of delay.In its January 29 order,
the Karkardooma court observed
that Hussain'searlier bail pleahad
already been rejected in March
2024 after recording aprimafacie
finding against him.Rejecting his
fresh plea, Additional Sessions
Judge Sameer Bajpai said that
while the Supreme Court had
granted bail to five co-accused, it
had simultaneously declined relief
to alleged key conspirators Umar

New Delhi,10/6: Union Minister
for Railways, Information &
Broadcasting, and Electronics &
Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Wednesday hailed
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
12 years of leadership, saying
Indiatakes pridein having strong
and stable leadership during
challenging times and difficult
global circumstances.Itisamatter
of pride for every Indian that the
Prime Minister has completed a
milestone as the longest-serving
democratically elected Prime
Minister of the country, Vaishnaw
told reporters.He further said that
PM Modi has consistently guided
thenationinastrong and effective
manner, ensuring stability and
progress even in difficult
situations. The minister expressed
hope that the Prime Minister will
continueto servethe country with
the same dedication and
commitment in the future as
well.Referring to PM Modi’s
vision of building aViksit Bharat,
Vaishnaw said thegoal hasunited
140 crore Indians behind ashared
national aspiration.He also
prayed for the Prime Minister’'s
good health, long life, and
continued service to the

Caninet Resolution App
Serving Prime Minister, Min

New Delhi,10/6: The Union
Cabinet passed a resolution on
Wednesday, marking June 10,
2026, as an historic milestone in
the journey of Indian democracy
and applauded PM Modi on
becoming the longest-serving
elected Prime Minister of the
country.The cabinet members
thumped desks and clapped at
length to celebrate the historic
milestone, the scale and range of
achievements under his
government, while PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi gracefully
accepted the honour, with folded
hands.A video of cabinet ministers
honouring the Prime Minister on
the specia occasion was shared
by the Prime Minister’'s Office
(PMO). As the video landed on
the social media, it went viral,
eliciting multiple likes and
reactions.In the video, the Prime
Minister could be seen flanked by
Cabinet Ministers, including
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Union Roads and Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and
more.PM Modi achieved the
distinction of longest-serving
elected Prime Minister for three
consecutiveterms, by establishing
a record of 4,399 days of
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Khalid and Sharjeel Imam.The
judge further observed that once
a court had formed the opinion
that aprimafacie case existed and
that the bar under Section 43D(5)
of the UAPA applied, “no other
different opinion can be formed
now by reviewing the earlier
order”.The trial court had also
accepted the prosecution’s
contention that there was no
materia change in circumstances
since the rejection of Hussain's

e el

nation.Earlier in the day, other
Union ministers aso lauded PM
Modi on social mediaplatform X,
marking the occasion of his
milestone tenure.Union Minister
of Commerceand Industry Piyush
Goyal caled it ahistoric day and
said PM Modi’s leadership over
the last 12 years has ushered in
transformative reforms that have
reshaped India's growth
trajectory.He said that from
farmers to entrepreneurs, women
to MSMEs, and youth to the
middle class, the benefits of major
government initiatives have
reached the grassroots level,
empowering crores across the

racy Case

previous bail application and that
the prosecution had already
demonstrated a prima facie case
againgt himthrough thechargesheat
and other material placed on
record.Earlier this year, the
Supreme Court dismissed the bail
pleas of Umar Khaid and Sharjed
Imam, holding that the prosecution
material disclosed prima facie
grounds attracting the statutory
embargo on the grant of bail under
Section 43D(5) of the UAPA.At
the same time, the apex court
granted bail tofiveother accusedin
the case — Gulfisha Fatima,
Meeran Haider, Shifa Ur Rehman,
Mohd Saleem Khan and Shadab
Ahmed.Morerecently, theSupreme
Court granted six months' interim
bail to Tadeem Ahmed and Khdid
Safi whilereferringtoalarger Bench
the question of whether prolonged
incarceration and delay intrial can
judtify the grant of bail despite the
restrictions contained in Section
43D(5) of the UAPA.

Under PV Mod
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country.Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said PM
Modi’s tenure has been marked
by decisive leadership during
challenging periodsand guided by
the principle of “Antyodayd’.She
said the government’s guiding
mantra of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka
Prayas” has ensured inclusive
development while recognising
every citizen's role in nation-
building.Sitharaman added that the
NDA government under PM Modi
has delivered bold reforms and
implemented multiple initiatives
with unprecedented paceand scale.
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New Delhi,10/6: Prime Minister
NarendraModi will chair the 11th
Governing Council Meeting of
NITI Aayog at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan Cultural Centre here on
Thursday with this year’s theme
of ‘Inclusive Human
Development for Viksit Bharat
@2047', focusing on the well-
being and development of every
Indian, regardless of age, region,
gender, or socio-economic
background, according to an
official statement.The Governing
Council Meetingwill deliberateon
the approach to realisethisvision
and translate it into concrete,
measurable outcomes for every
citizen across the country, the
statement said.This meeting will
bring together Chief Ministersand
Lt Governors to discuss the
Inclusive Human Development
Framework, anchored around four
corepillarsof foundational human
capital and future-ready skills;
productive employment,
entrepreneurship and
decentralised growth; health,
nutrition and wellbeing; and
equity and dignity for all.
Measures for promoting
entrepreneurship, enhancing
skilling, and creating sustainable
employment opportunities across
the country will also be
deliberated upon in the meeting,
it said.The discussions will

Bhubaneswar
Thursday, 11 June, 2026

Hussan'sBa| PM Modi To Chair NITI Aayog Governing
Council Meeting On Thursday

further focus on collectively
charting an implementation
roadmap that leverages key
enablers, including governance,
digital public infrastructure
(DPI), convergence, partnerships,

and data-driven systems,
alongside astructured mechanism
to track short, medium, and long-
term outcomes, ensuring
accountability and measurable
impact. A key thrust will be on
aligning state visions with the
National Vision on Inclusive
Human Development, reinforcing
a unified and collaborative
approach toward equitable and
sustainable growth.The
Governing Council of NITI Aayog
will also focus on the
recommendations of the 5th

National Conference of Chief
Secretaries held from December
2610 28, 2025. Recommendations
were made during the conference
onfivekey themes, whichinclude:
Early Childhood Education:
Laying the Foundation; Schooling:
Building Blocks; Skilling: Future-
Ready Workforce; Higher
Educetion: Knowledge Economy;
and Sports & Extracurricular:
Beyond Classrooms.The 11th
Governing Council Meeting will
be attended by Chief Ministers
of statesand UTs, Lit Governors/
Administrators of Union
Territories, Union Ministers as
Ex-officio Members and Special
Invitees, and the Vice Chairman,
Members and the CEO of NITI

Aayog.

DefenceMinistry InksRs449 Crore Dedl ToBuy Hi-Tech
Satellite System Jammers For Navy

New Delhi,10/7: The Ministry of
Defence on Wednesday signed a
contract with Accord Software
and Systems Private Limited
(ASSPL), Bengaluru, for the
procurement of 20 enhanced
capability global navigation
satellite system (ECGNSS)
jammersfor the Indian Navy at a
total cost of Rs 449 crore, with
the product will have aminimum
75 per cent indigenous content,
an official statement said.The
system’s capabilities include
degrading the satellite signal
acquisition and tracking
performance of the adversary
GNSSreceiver and signal spoofing
or deceptive jamming. The
induction would pave theway for
safe operations by the ships of the
Indian Navy in a multi-threat
environment, as per the ministry
statement.The contract, under the
Buy (Indian-Indigenously
Designed, Developed and
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continuous service as the Prime
Minister, and surpassing previous
record held by Jawaharla Nehru,
who served for 4,398 continuous
days from 1952 to 1964.The
cabinet resolution extended
heartfelt congratulations to the
Prime Minister, stating. “This
occasion stands as a symbol of
India s democrati c consciousness,
public trust, and the power of
public participation, reflecting the
unprecedented support bestowed
by the people upon a leader
guided by the ‘Nation First’

PrimeMinister isapproaching the
historic mark of 25 years of
continuous service as Head of
Government. Taking pride in a
leadership characterised by
sensitivity, restraint, intent, and
decisiveness, the official text
emphasised that it is after six
decadesthat the country hasgiven
a mandate to the NDA
government for a third
consecutive term.The resolution
outlined the Prime Minister'slife
as a “symbol of continuous

resolve.” It also noted that the

dedication to service and nation-
building” and recalled his 2014
declaration as the “Pradhan
Sevak” committed to the mantra
of * Sabka Saath, SabkaVikas'.

It acknowledged that welfare of
the poor has been placed at the
centreof governance, and detailed
the “unprecedented scale” of
amenities delivered, including
pucca houses, electricity, clean
water, and direct benefit transfers,
alongside freerationsfor over 80
crore citizens and free medical
treatment for over 60 crore poor

Manufactured) category, was
inked here in the presence of
Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh.“ The contract reinforcesthe
government’s commitment to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make-
in-India while bolstering the
maritime security architecture of
the country. It marks a critical
milestonein the ongoing effortsto
bolster defence capabilities and
indigenise advanced military
technology,” the statement
said.During the last decade, India
has transitioned from being a
major importer of defence
equipment to an emerging exporter,
with defence production recording
al74 per cent legpto Rs1.54 1akh
crorewhile exports grew 34 times
to Rs 23,622 crore A substantial
contribution of around Rs 15,000
crore to total exports came from
the private sector, reflecting a
major shift towards collaborative
defence manufacturing.Addressing

individuals.The resolution
recorded that these efforts
collectively boost national self-
confidence and enabled over 25
crore people to defeat
poverty.“The resolution further
maps the empowerment of key
demographics. It recognises the
focus on youth power that
propelled Indiainto becoming the
world’'s third-largest startup
ecosystem and a scientific power
through Mission Chandrayaan. A
new chapter of ‘Women-Led
Development’ isdetailed through
comprehensive policies ranging
from smoke-free kitchensand the
Lakhpati Didi campaign to the
historic 33 per cent reservation
for women in legidative bodies,”
an official statement read.It
affirmed farmers as a core pillar
of a ‘Viksit Bharat' and lauded
initiativeslike PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi and the provision of Kisan
Credit Cards to pastoralists and
fishermen, which have helped
propel agricultural exports past
theRs5lakh crore mark.1t further
praised the government’s‘ Nation
First’ approach in enacting
decades-pending reforms, such as
the abrogation of Article 370, the
implementation of GST and
OROP, the CAA law, the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, and the

the North Tech Symposium 2026
in Prayagrgj last month, Minister
of State for Science and
Technology, Dr JitendraSingh, said
India has entered a decisive phase
in its defence journey, where
technology, indigenousinnovation
and private sector participation are
shaping a new globa identity for
the country. Warfare is no longer
defined by physical strength alone
but is increasingly driven by
advanced technologies, rea-time
data systems and automated
platforms, he noted.Referring to
India's expanding technological
base, the minister said sectorssuch
as space, atomic energy, artificial
intelligence and quantum
technologies are now integral to
defence preparedness. India has
already achieved rapid progressin
guantum-secure communication
capabilities, which will play a
critical role in future warfare
systems, he added.

°M Modi On Becoming Longest
sters Glve Standing Ovation

consolidation of labour codes.The
document strongly emphasised the
elevation of national security,
evidenced by strict actions against
terrorism like surgical and cross-
border air strikes, ‘Operation
Sindoor’, and the suspension of the
unjust Indus Water
Treaty."Commendable strides are
also noted in the eradication of
Naxalism, thesigning of permanent
peace accords in the North-East,
and the resolution of the border
dispute with Bangladesh,” the
statement read.The resolution
attributed the advancement of
India s manufacturing capabilities
in sectors from defence to Al to
the momentum gained by the
‘MakeinIndia and‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’ campaigns.
Simultaneoudly, it highlighted
India's strengthened global role
through the successful G-20
presidency, International Yoga
Day, and initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance and
Mission LiFE.By taking
development and heritage (' Vikas
and ‘Virasat') together, the text
noted a cultural renaissance
symbolised by the new Parliament
building and KartavyaPeth, driven
by a spirit of public participation
that successfully navigated global
crises like the Covid pandemic.
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Rome: Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni on Wednesday
congratulated her Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi on
becoming his country’s longest-
serving elected PM and expressed
readiness to work with him in
cresting new opportunitiesfor the
people of the two nations.PM
Modi on Wednesday became
India’s longest-serving Prime
Minister, marking 12 years at the
helm of the Central government.
He crossed former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru's record with
4,399 daysin office as an elected
Prime Minister.Extending wishes
to PM Modi, Meloni, in a post
on X, wrote, “ Congratul ationsto
Narendra Modi who today
becomes the longest-serving
elected Prime Minister in the
history of India It has been a
pleasure to meet again in Rome
in recent weeks and to launch
together a Special Strategic
Partnership that looks to the
future to create new
opportunities for our Nations
and our peoples.”

Earlier in May, PM Modi made
atwo-day official visit to Italy,
where he held talks with both
Meloni and President Sergio
Mattarella.During their meeting,
PM Modi and Meloni decided

b 4
to elevate bilateral ties to the
level of a Special Strategic
Partnership. The two leaders
welcomed the  “strong
momentum” of high-level
exchanges and agreed to hold
annual meetings of leaders,
including on the sidelines of
multilateral events, as well as
regular  ministerial and
institutional-level
meetings.Both leadersengagedin
comprehensive discussions
covering the entire gamut of the
India-1taly partnership,
according to the statement

World

°M Meloni Congratulates PM Mod
Becoming India's Longest-Serv g Elected PM

. f
released by the PrimeMinister’s
Office. They also reviewed the
progress made in bilateral
cooperation across all domains
of the Joint Strategic Action
Plan 2025-2029, agreeing to
further expand collaboration in
trade and investment, defence
and security, science and
technology, research and
innovation, space, energy, Al
and critical technologies,
education, culture and people-
to-people ties.PMs Modi and
Meloni also expressed
satisfaction with deepening

US Launches New Strikes On Iran
After Helicopter Downing

Washington,10/6: US forces
launched strikes against Iran after
the downing of a US Army
Apache helicopter a day earlier,
the United States Central
Command (CENTCOM)
said. The US strikes were “very
strong, very powerful,” US
President Donald Trump told
ABC News after the operation
began.Thestrikesstarted at 5 p.m.
US Eastern Time (2100 GMT) at
the president’s direction,
CENTCOM wrote on
X.Following the us
announcement several explosions
were heard early Wednesday and
air defence were activated in the
port city of Bandar Abbas, Qeshm
Island, Sirik County and Jask
County in southern Iran, Xinhua
news agency reported quoting
Iranian media.The semi-official
Tasnim news agency reported that
six explosionswereheard in Sirik,
Qeshm Island and the southern

USUrgesWorld ToDoMore On Eola

Washington,10/7: The United
States on Tuesday urged
countries around the world to
step up efforts to contain the
Ebolaoutbreak in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) and
Uganda, saying Washington has
already mobilised extensive
resources and that broader
international action is needed to
prevent further spread of the
virus.Secretary of State Marco
Rubio discussed US-European
coordination on the outbreak
during a call with European
Commission President Ursulavon
der Leyen, according to the State
Department.” Secretary of State
Marco Rubio spoke with
European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen to discuss
US and European coordination
and response efforts to the Ebola
outbreak in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and
Uganda,” State Department
Spokesperson Thomas Pigott
said.“ The Department’s highest
priority and focus remains
protecting the health of the
American people and preventing
thisEbolaoutbreak from reaching
our shores,” Pigott said.The call
cameasthe Trump administration
highlighted what it described as
an aggressive response to the
outbreak and appealed for greater
international
participation.“ President Trump
has taken unprecedented steps to
address the Ebola outbreak. We

city of Minab, adding that areas
inthethreeregionswere attacked
by US fighter jets.Earlier
Tuesday, Trump accused Iran of
shooting down a US Army
helicopter near the Strait of
Hormuz and vowed to respond.”|
have just been informed ... that
last night the Iranians shot down
one of our highly sophisticated
Apache helicopterswhile (it was)
patrolling over the Strait of
Hormuz,” he said in a post on
Truth Social.Two pilots onboard
the aircraft “are safe and
uninjured,” Trump said, adding
“Nevertheless, the United States
must, of necessity, respond to this
attack.” The aircraft crashed, and
the two crew members were
rescued. The balanceis extremely
precarious, asconfirmed by |sradli
army commander Eyal Zamir
during a visit to a military
exercise in the north of the
country. He said the recent

wave of attacks against Iran

as “just a preparation for a
much more significant and
powerful blow. The IDF are
prepared to act again and inflict
another harsh and far-reaching
blow against Iran,” adding that
the lIsraeli armed forces
“continue to maintain the
highest level of readiness and

preparation to resume
operations in Iran.” The US
strikes came as I srael renewed
attacksin southern Lebanon on
Tuesday, following days of tit-
for-tat strikes between Israel
and Iran and adding to already
heightened tensions across the
region.

defence cooperation through
ministerial and official
interactions, exchange of port
visits, and regular engagement of
defence forces. They welcomed
the signing of the Joint
Declaration of Intent, and an
Industrial  Roadmap for
collaboration in co-design, co-
development and co-production
of defence products.PM Modi
also attended a dinner hosted by
Meloni and the two leaders also
visited the iconic Colosseum in
Rome.PM Modi presented a
light-hearted and unique gift —

Testament To Years Of
Malaysian PM [branim On

Kuala Lumpur,10/6: Malaysian
PrimeMinister Anwar Ibrahimon
Wednesday extended heartfelt
greetings to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on becoming the
longest-serving elected Prime
Minister of India, calling the
achievement a“testament to years
of dedicated public service’.PM
Modi on Wednesday became
India’s longest-serving Prime
Minister, marking 12 years at the
helm of the Central government.In
a post on X, Malaysian PM
Ibrahim said, “Heartiest
congratulations to PM Modi on
this historic milestone of
becoming India' slongest-serving
elected Prime Minister. This
achievement stands asatestament
to his years of dedicated public
service and leadership in
advancing India's development,
prosperity and standing on the
global stage.” Stressing the strong
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responded within 24 hours of the
first confirmed case, mobilizing a
wide range of medical,
humanitarian, operational and
consular resources to rapidly
respond,” a State Department
official said.“The United States
continues to be the largest
financial contributor to the Ebola
response,” the official added.The
administration saiditisalso using
travel-related measuresto protect
public health and national
security.” Furthermore, the
Trump Administration is
protecting our nation and our
citizens by upholding the highest
standards of national security and
public health through travel
restrictions on and screening of

individuals who have recently
travelled to countries affected by
the Ebola virus outbreak,” the
official said.At the same time,
Washington called on other nations
toincreasetheir contributionsand
adopt similar preventive
measures.” The United States has
stepped up. Now the world must
do moreto step up aswell. Other
countries must do their part to
ensure this outbreak does not
spread further. Action is required
now,” the official said.“ That
includes financial contributions
and implementing commonsense
restrictions on travel from the
affected area,” the official
added.The State Department said
the United States is engaging

governments across the world to
coordinate acommon approach to
the outbreak.“We are engaging
diplomatically with countries
around theworld to coordinate our
approach to protect our citizens,
including the millions of visitors,
fans, athletes and tourists
expected during the FIFA World
Cup,” the official said.Ebolaisa
severe viral disease that can
spread through direct contact
withinfected bodily fluidsand has
caused multiple outbreaks in
Africa over the past several
decades. Public health authorities
typically rely on surveillance,
contact tracing, treatment centres
and vaccination campaigns to
contain outbreaks.

a “Melody” toffee packet— to

Meloni, bringing back the
widely popular “#Melodi”
moment that has often goneviral
on social media. The informal
exchange, marked by laughter
between the two leaders, was
later shared by the Italian PM
on Instagram, where she also
spoke about the gesture and the
gift received from the Indian
Prime Minister.Sharing thevideo
of the moment, Meloni said,
“Prime Minister Modi brought
us a gift — a very, very good
toffee — Melody”. “Thank you
for the gift.”The “Melodi”
phenomenon — a portmanteau
combining the names of Prime
Ministers Modi and Meloni —
has become a recurring viral
trend online, reflecting the
visible personal rapport and
friendly exchanges between the
two leaders during various
international engagements.
The term has frequently been
used by social media users to
highlight their light-hearted
interactions at global platforms,
oftenturningintovira momentsthat
generate memes, discussions and
widespread online engagement,
whilea so symbolising aperceived
strengthening of India-ltaly
relations.

bilateral relationship, the
Malaysian PM said, “Malaysia
values its close and longstanding
friendship with India, and | look
forward to continuing our
cooperation in strengthening
bilateral ties and expanding
opportunities for our peoples.”“I
wish PM Modi continued success
and the people of India continued

D
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On  FormerAfghan President Hamid

Karzal Sams Pekistan Over Dealy
Airstrikes In Afghanistan

Kabul,10/6: Former Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai on Wednesday
strongly condemned Pakistan for violating Afghanistan’s airspace and
carrying out airstrikesthat killed several civilians, including women and
children, in the provinces of Kunar, Khost and Paktika.He stated that
|dlamabad must acknowledgeitshostile actionsin the region and abandon
its policy of “ war and destruction” .The remarks came after a Taliban
spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid confirmed that as many as 13
civilians, mostly children, werekilled in Pakistani military airstrikesin
Kunar, Khost, and Paktika.Expressing grief and solidarity with the
affected families, Karzai took to the social mediaplatform X and posted:
“Pakistanisgrappling with the consequences of itsill-considered policies
and hostile actions in the region, and it must realize that it will not
achieve its goals by persisting with and pursuing those policies.
Pakistan’s best interest lies in abandoning its policy of war and
destruction toward Afghanistan and instead choosing good neighborliness
and civilized relations.” Meanwhile, condemning the actions by Pakistani
forces, Mujahid said that the attack targeting civilian homestook place
on Tuesday night, killing 11 children, one woman, and an elderly man,
while 14 other women and children were injured.The Taliban
spokespersons said in a post on X: “Last night, the Pakistani military
once again violated Afghanistan’s airspace and bombed civilian homes
in the provinces of Kunar, Khost, and Paktika.” As a result of these
attacks, 11 children, onewoman, and one elderly man werekilled, while
14 other women and children wereinjured. We strongly condemn this
humanitarian crime and act of aggression.” Thislatest incident comes
amid escal ating tensions between Pakistan and Afghanistan over the
past few months, with repeated exchanges of fire and growing
concerns over civilian casualties. The two nations have accused
each other of contributing to instability, while diplomatic and local
mediation efforts have remained futile to stop further escalation.L ast
month, three people were killed and 14 others injured during the
Pakistan army’s strikes on the Dangam district in Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, according to the Taliban regime.

peace, progress and prosperity,”
he added.PM Modi crossed
former Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru's record with 4,399 days
in office as an elected Prime
Minister.Nehru's tenure from
1952 onwards is considered for
this comparison, as he headed an
interim government between
1947 and 1952 before the

cated Pub
oM Mod's Historic Tenure

c Service:

country’s first general elections
were held.While former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi served
for more than 14 yearsin office,
her tenure was not continuous,
making Modi the longest
continuously serving elected
Prime Minister in the country’s
history. He has served from his
first swearing-in ceremony in
2014 to securing successive
mandates in 2019 and a historic
third consecutive term in
2024.The PM  Modi-led
government’s era has also been
marked by aseriesof high-profile
infrastructure and nation-building
projects, including the new
Parliament building, Central Vista
redevelopment, Kartavya Path,
Vande Bharat trains, the Statue of
Unity, INS Vikrant, the Kashmir
rail link, Noida International
Airport, Namo Bharat RRTS and
the Ganga Expressway.

US:H-1B Figpt Heads To CongressAfter Ruling

Washington: A Republican
congressmanispushinglegidation
to permanently impose a
$100,000 H-1B visa requirement
after afederal judge struck down
President Donald Trump’s
attempt to implement the measure
through executive action.Rep.
Mike Kennedy of Utah said
Tuesday that Congress should
now enact the administration’sH-
1B reforms through legislation,
following acourt ruling that such
amajor change must come from
lawmakers rather than the White
House." An activist judge stepped
in to strike down the President’s
critical H-1B immigration
reforms. The judge claims only
Congress can do this? Fine,”
Kennedy said. “l already
introduced the PROTECT Act,
which will codify the President’s
H-1B reformsand makeit thelaw
of the land. We need to pass the
PROTECT Act and put American
workersfirst.” The proposal could
have significant implications for
Indian technology professionals,
who receive the vast mgjority of
H-1B visas issued each
year.Kennedy’s legislation,
known as the Prioritising
Resources for Our Citizens and
Taent Act, or PROTECT Act of
2026, seeks to reshape the H-1B
programme, which allows U.S.
employersto hireforeign workers
in speciality occupations. The bill
would require employers to pay

H-1B workers at least
$100,000 annually,
adjusted for inflation,
or the wage paid to a
comparable us. |
worker, whichever is |
higher. It would also [
prioritise visa petitions
offering higher salaries

and tighten restrictions
on workers placed at third-party
worksites.Kennedy said the
legidation is intended to reduce
employers' incentives to hire
foreign workers rather than
Americans.“Hard-working
Americansdeserve morethan just
an opportunity at American jobs;
they deserve to be the priority,”
hesaid. “ Americanswant towork,
they want to provide for their
families and better their
communities. The PROTECT
Act of 2026 will make sure they
arefirstinline.” The congressman
argued that the programme has
strayed from its original
purpose.“ TheH-1B visaprogram
was designed to fill genuine,
documented gapsintheAmerican
workforce. Instead, it has served
as a tool to replace qualified
American workers with cheaper
foreign labor,” Kennedy said in
background materials released
with the proposal.Healso said the
programme is “creating
disincentivesfor futureAmerican
workersto choose STEM careers,
which threatens our national

security.”
The legislation

contains
exemptionsfor certain healthcare

professionals, including
physicians, registered nurses,
pharmacists, therapists and other
direct patient-care workers, if
employers can demonstrate
unsuccessful efforts to recruit
qualified American workers.The
H-1B programmewas established
by Congressin 1990 to help U.S.
employers fill specialised
positions requiring advanced
skills. Technology companies,

research institutions and
healthcare providersareamong the
largest users  of the

programme.Indian nationals
consistently account for the
overwhelming mgjority of H-1B
recipients. As a result, proposed
changes to eligibility, wages and
employer requirements are
closely watched by India's
technology sector, outsourcing
companies and thousands of
professionals seeking
employment opportunities in the
United States.
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Data Center Electricity Demand To G

New Delhi,10/6: Global

Business

Grow Neary 26 PCGlobdly In2026

electricity demand for datacentres
ispegged tojump 26.4 per centin
2026, with consumption rising to
565 terawatt hours, up from
447TWh in 2025, a report said
on Wednesday.The estimated
surge in consumption was
attributed to compute intensive
artificial intelligence workloads
pushing power needs to
unprecedented levels, the report
from a business and technology
insights company. Gartner, Inc.
said.The report said that data
centre power demand will reach
132 gigawatts in 2026, up from
104 gigawatts in 2025, with
projections of 290 gigawatts by
2030, which reflects the
unprecedented scale and pace of
GenAl boosting demand.”Al
capacity is now constrained by
power availability, making data
centre power security the new

RBI CompoundsF

battleground for scaling and
protecting margins in the global
Al race,” said Linglan Wang,
director analyst at Gartner.Al-
optimised serverscontinueto fuel
theincrease in data centre power

consumption. The report
estimated Al-optimised server

adoption to account for 31% of
data center power consumption
in 2026 and that by 2027 their
power consumption will surpass
that of conventional servers.With
data center power electricity
consumption estimated to reach
over 1,200TWh by 2030, grid

-MAViolationsIn

Joinmay, Universal Biofuels Cases

Mumbai,10/6: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has issued
compounding orders under
Section 15 of Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999 (FEMA),
in the separate cases of Joinmay
Electronic Private Limited and
Universal Biofuels Private
Limited, which hasresultedinthe
termination of investigation
against the two companies for
contraventions of provisions of
the act, according to a press
statement issued by the
Directorate of Enforcement
(ED).The order in each case has
been passed by the RBI after
issuance of “No Objection” by
the ED, the statement
said.Section 15 provides a
mechanism for individuals or
companies to voluntarily admit
to a violation of FEMA
regulations, pay a penalty, and
regularise the contravention
without undergoing lengthy
litigation or legal proceedings.In
the Joinmay Electronic Private
Limited case, the ED took up the
investigation based on credible

Govt

information received onthedelay
in reporting of receipt of foreign
inward remittance towards
subscription  of  equity
instruments covering a total
amount of Rs 10 crore.The
company, later on, filed an
application before the RBI for
compounding of the said
contraventions under the FEMA
as per the provisions of Section
15. On reference from the RBI,
the ED issued no objection for
the compoundingin linewith the
true spirit of the act.Accordingly,
the RBI, based on the ED’s
response, has compounded the
said contraventions with a one-
time payment of Rs 26,750. This
has resulted in the termination
of further investigation under the
provisions of FEMA against the
company with regard to the
contravention.In the case of
Universal Biofuels Private
Limited, an investigation was
taken up by the ED based on the
credible information received
under the provisions of
FEMA. After completion of

the investigation, the ED filed
a complaint before the
Adjudicating Authority
regarding the company failing
to undertake exports within
one year from the date of
receipt of advance payment in
contravention of regulations.
Thetotal valueinvolved in the
breach of regulations amounted
to Rs 39.07 crore.The
company, later on, filed an
application before the RBI for
compounding of the said
contravention under FEMA as
per the provisions of Section
15. On reference from RBI, the
ED issued no objection to such
compounding, and accordingly,
the RBI compounded the
contravention with a one-time
payment of Rs29.81 lakh. This
hasresulted in the termination
of adjudication proceedings
under the provisions of FEMA
against the company with
regard to the aforementioned
contravention, as well as
further litigation, the
statement added.

For Microfinance Institutions

New Delhi,10/6: The Central
Government has extended the
Credit Guarantee Scheme for
Microfinance Institutions-2.0
(CGSMFI-2.0) up to August 31,
2026, or till guarantees for an
amount of Rs 20,000 crore are
issued, whichever is earlier.The
Government hasalso approved an
increase in the maximum loan
amount cap for large-sized NBFC-
MFIs/MFIs from Rs 300 crore
to Rs 1,000 croreunder the overall
ceiling of 20 per cent of Assets
Under Management (AUM),
according to a statement issued
by the Finance Ministry on
Wednesday.The extension of the
scheme'svalidity and theincrease
inthe maximum loan amount cap
for large-sized NBFC-MFIs/
MFIs are expected to result in
better utilisation of the scheme
and facilitateincreased credit flow
to the microfinance institutions

Sock Market H

NEWDELHI,10/6: :Indian equity
benchmarks opened and closed on
amuted note on Wednesday amid
fresh escalation in the US-Iran
war. At the open, Sensex was up
160 points while Nifty gained 60
points. At the close, Sensex was
up 64 points, while Nifty was
down 27.0n World Anti-
Counterfeiting Day, PhilipMorris
India (PM India) reiterated the
need for stronger enforcement and
greater collaboration to combat the
growing illicit tobacco trade.

I

sector.The Central Government
introduced the CGSMFI-2.0
scheme on March 20, 2026. The
schemeaimsto provide guarantee
cover to banks and financial
institutions through the National
Credit Guarantee Trustee
Company Limited (NCGTC)
against expected losses on

According to the Tobacco
Institute of India (TII), illicit
cigarettes account for nearly one-
fourth of India's domestic
cigarette market, resulting in
estimated annual revenue losses
of Rs 23,000 crore.Thechallenge
extends beyond cigarettes to
include smuggled, banned, and
unregulated products such as e-
cigarettes and vapes that evade
regulatory oversight. A report by
the EU-ASEAN Business
Council and Euromonitor

financial assistance extended by
them to Non-Banking Financial
Company-Microfinance
Institutions (NBFC-MFIs) and
MFIs for on-lending to small
borrowers.As of date, loans
totalling Rs 770 crore have been
sanctioned under the
scheme.Those eligible for loans

supply will beinsufficient to meet
the demands of future data center
construction, affecting all data
center users.”Infrastructure and
operations (1&O) leaders must
prioritise efficiency upgradesand
securegrid access. They aso need
to invest in high-efficiency
cooling systems and edge
computing to mitigate power
constraints and  ensure
sustainable, scalablegrowth,” said
Wang.Cooling and other
infrastructure needsareasorising
sharply at 22.6 per cent in 2026,
and 24.6 per centin 2027.A recent
report said that data centres
consumed as much electricity as
Saudi Arabialast year and that, if
electricity use doubles by 2030,
the associated carbon footprint
would require 6.7 billion trees
grown over ten yearsto offset the
demand.

Mumbai,10/6: Domestic equity
markets traded higher on
Wednesday in the morning
session despite elevated
geopolitical tensions and rising
crude oil prices.Sensex gained as
much as 0.59 per cent or over 400
points to touch an intraday high
of 74,356 in early trade, whilethe
Nifty rose 0.46 per cent or about
100 points to 23,351.Sectoral
performancewaslargely positive,
with FMCG stocks leading the
gains. Nifty FMCG rose 1.5 per
cent, followed by Nifty
Chemicals (0.67 per cent), Nifty
Oil & Gas (0.60 per cent) and
Nifty Private Bank (0.50 per
cent).On the downside, metal
stocks remained under pressure,
with Nifty Metal declining more
than 1 per cent. Nifty MidSmall
IT & Telecom fell 0.62 per cent,
whileAuto, Mediaand PSU Bank
indices traded marginally
lower. Among the Nifty 50
constituents, Hindal co Industries
emerged asthetop | oser, shedding
nearly 3 per cent. Eternal, Adani
Enterprises, NTPC and Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
(TMPV) were among the other

Extends Credit Guarantee Scheme

under the scheme include existing
and new smal borrowerswithinthe
regulatory definition of microfinance
asprescribed by the RBI fromtime
to time.The guarantee coverage
extendsto 80 per cent of theamount
in default for smal NBFC-MFIs/
MFIs, 75 per cent for medium
NBFC-MFIsMFlsand 70 per cent
for large NBFC-MFIS'MFIs.The
guarantee fee under the schemeis
0.50 per cent per annum on the
sanctioned amount for thefirst year
and on the outstanding amount
theresfter. Theinterest rate hasbeen
capped at EBLR or MCLR plus 2
per cent per annum on loans by
MLIs to NBFC-MFIs or
MFIs.While on-lending to small
borrowers, these MFIS/INBFC-
MFIs have to cap the interest rate
at 1 per cent below the average
lending rate during the previoussix
months, the Finance Ministry
statement added.

New Delhi,10/6: Gold and silver
prices opened sharply lower on
Wednesday over concerns of US
Federal Reserve rate-hike
fears.On the Multi Commaodity
Exchange (MCX), gold futures
(August) dipped 1.51 per cent to
Rs1,50,140 per 10gramsat 12.15
pm on an intraday basis.On the
other hand, silver futures (July)
lost almost 1 per cent to Rs
2,36,239 per kg.The price of 10
grams of 24-carat gold was at Rs
1,48,429 on Wednesday, down
from Rs 1,52,519 of the previous
day’s market opening, according
to data published by the India
Bullion and JewellersAssociation
(IBJA).Internationally too, spot
goldfell 1.8 per cent to $4,187.59
an ounce, touching an 11-week
low level, while US gold futures
for August delivery dropped to
$4,213.40.

A firmer dollar and rising crude oil
on renewed Middle East hodtilities
stoked inflation concerns and
cemented expectations that the
Federa Reserve could keep rates
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higher for longer, analysts said.As
the dollar rose, greenback-priced
bullion became more expensivefor
holders of other currencies. The
CME FedWatchtool showedtraders
pricinginover 70 per cent oddsof a
US Fed rate hike by December.For
MCX gold, immediateresstanceis
placed at Rs 1,52,000, and a
sustained move above this zone is
required to strengthen momentum
and extend the recovery toward Rs
1,54,000-Rs 1,55,000, analysts
said.“ Overall, the near-term bias
remains cautious to negetive, with

F

0, Slve TraeLower On Fed ReeHike Conoans

geopalitica uncertaintiesand broader
market volatility continuing to
influence pricedirection,” amarket
participant said.MCX silver is
currently holding above the key Rs
2,34,000 to Rs 2,32,000 support
zone, reflecting cautiouspriceaction
amid ongoing volatility. On the
upside, immediate resistance is
placed at Rs2,38,000t0 Rs2,40,000,
they said.On the downside, a
decisive break below the Rs
2,32,000 support level could
intensify selling pressure, market
observers added.

ndian Markets Trade Higher Despite West Asia Tensions

major Iaggards“whilewewgobd
cues and geopolitical tensions
could keep marketsvolatileinthe
near term, technical indicators
suggest signsof stabilisation after
recent selling pressure. Nifty has
strong support around 23,000-
23,100, while 23,500-23,600
remainstheimmediate resistance
zone. A decisive breakout on
either sideislikely to determine
the market’s next directional

move,” analysts said.Investors
and traders' sentiment remained
cautiousamid escalating tensions
in West Asia after the United
States launched strikes on Iran,
raising concerns about a broader
regional conflict and its potential
impact on global energy
supplies.On the commodities
front, international benchmark
Brent crude rose 0.75 per cent to
around $93 per barrel, while US

West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude gained 0.88 per cent to
nearly $90 per barrel.In Asia,
marketstraded largely in thered.
Japan’s Nikkei and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng declined more than 1
per cent each, while South Korea's
KOSPI plunged nearly 4 per
cent.Overnight, Wall Street ended
lower, with the S& P 500 dlipping
0.26 per cent and the Nasdag
Compositedeclining 0.97 per cent.

CrudeQOIl PricesSurgeUp To 1
PcAsUS-Iran TensonsEscalate

New Delhi:,10/6: Global crude
oil prices traded higher on
Wednesday, increasing by upto 1
per cent after the United States
launched strikes against Iranian
military targets near the Strait of
Hormuz, raising concerns over
potential disruptions to energy
supplies from the strategically
important region.International
benchmark Brent crude was up
about 1 per cent at $93.26 per
barrel. Similarly, US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude gained
0.97 per cent to trade around $90
per barrel.The latest gains came
after the US military said it had
carried out what it described as
self-defencestrikeson Iranian air
defence, ground control and
surveillance radar sites near the
Strait of Hormuz.According to
the US Central Command, the
operation was launched in
responseto the reported downing
of aUSArmy Apache helicopter

1S, Sense Tocgy: Markets Close On Muted Note Amid

in the region. However, Iran
denied responsibility for the
incident and said the helicopter
crash was accidental.The
development marks a fresh
escalation in tensions between
Washington and Tehran at atime

when markets had been
anticipating a gradual easing of
hostilities in West Asia.lnvestor

Fscalation

International estimated that the
illicit tobacco market across
ASEAN-6 generated US$12.6
billion during 2024-25, withillicit
cigarettesdesrisng 14%andillicit
e-vapesalesincreasing 24%inthe
past year.Recent enforcement
actionsin India have highlighted
the scale of the issue, including
major seizures of prohibited
vaping devicesandillicit cigarettes
across multiple
cities.Commenting on the issue,
Navaned Kar, Managing Director,

and trader sentiment also
remained weak, leading to selling
pressure in global
equities.Reports claim that US
crudeail inventoriesfell last week
for an eighth ?consecutive weekl! f
Israel persisted in attacking the
Hezbollah militia in Lebanon,
Tehran threatened to reopen
hostilities.

nUSHranWar

PM India, said, "Addressingillicit
tobacco trade requires sustained
intelligence-led enforcement,
stronger industry-government
collaboration, and robust track-
and-trace mechanisms to
safeguard consumers, protect
government revenues, and
strengthen regulatory
compliance.PM Indiareaffirmed
its commitment to supporting
authoritiesin curbingillicit trade
and promoting a secure,
transparent marketplace.
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i Kepoor starel Devatesse @
it ook promising thay
plockouse Ketir Sgp

Shahid Kapoor starred Devateaser out. Thereflexes
of Shahid Kapoor’s actionsin the action flick hints at
the film getting good traction from the
cinephiles.Within 6 hours, the YouTube views of the
teaser have crossed 1.47 mn views. The teaser 100ks
superb, as it showcases Shahid Kapoor dancing at a club
with high energy and intensity. Simultaneously, he was seen
performing some high-octane action sequences. Theteaser starts
with Shahid Kapoor tapping hisfoot and performing ascintillating
dance at aclub with pistol on hisbelt. A first look at the teaser shows
he plays a police officer coming down brutally on the criminals. The
scene wherein Shahid could be seen delivering brutal kicks on aman
from inside a police car seems a standout one. The teaser ends
with Shahid loading and posing with his gun against the
backdrop of Amitabh Bachchan'siconic Angry Young Man
poster from the film Deewar. Shahid Kapoor who had
avery lean phase since 2019'sblockbuster Kabir
Singh, seems back in action hero avatar. His
actions in Deva look more intense than
Kabir Singh. Be it the frenzied
expression or the slick action
sequences, it seems Shahid has
breathed life into the character. The
action sequences definitely form
another major highlight of theteaser.
The teaser has not shed any light
on the role of lead actress in the
film — Pooja Hegde, though in his
dance show at aclub, the actor was
seen dancing with afemale actor.
For action and mass film lovers,
the teaser of Deva seems of
perfect taste and tone, especially
when the teaser ends with the
track ‘DevaAdaRe . Asper cine
critics, the background score
also adds to the drama. Cine
critic Taran Adarsh calles the
background score
electrifying.The film will be
releasing in cinemas on 31st
January.

SPORTS

NEWDELHI,10/6: England's
dynamic vice-captain Harry
Brook secured the premier spot
in the latest ICC Test batting
rankings on Wednesday. This
achievement follows a stellar
half-century during the opening
innings against New Zealand at
Lord’s, where England secured a
commanding 115-run victory.
The young Yorkshire batsman
previously reached this career
peak in late 2024, proving his
consistent brillianceinthelongest
format of thegame. Brook'srapid
ascent since his international
debut in 2022 reflects a historic
shiftin how modern Test matches
are played globally.

Former top batsman Joe Root
dropped down to third place after
registering low scores of oneand
eight in the same match.
Australia's Travis Head
capitalized on this dip to ascend
into second place. Other
international players also made
significant strides in the updated
ligt. Indian batsman Shubman Gill
jumped up two places to eighth
following a brilliant century
against Afghanistan. England's
opening batsman Ben Duckett

|CC Test batting rankings reward Eng
Harry Brook with ultimate cricket crown

secure the 15th spot, while
wicketkeeper Jamie Smith moved
up five places to 23rd. New
Zealand'sGlenn Phillipsrecorded
amajor leap, climbing 15 spots
to sit at 40th.Fast bowlers saw
major adjustmentsin their global
standings this week. England
pacer Gus Atkinson broke into
the top ten by climbing seven
spots, while also securing sixth
placeintheall-rounder category.
Meanwhile, pacers Kyle

and sar

L

marked their return to red-ball
cricket by claiming the 22nd and
23rd positionsrespectively. New

Ellis jumped to 31st.
Bangladesh's young talent
Nahid Rana rose 23 spots to
land at 24th. Among limited-
overs batsmen, Sri Lanka's
Kusal Mendis reached 12th
place, with Janith Liyanage and
Tanzid Hasan also improving

Zealand's Nathan Smith
advanced 16 places to reach
43rd.White-ball cricket
witnessed reshuffling after recent
international fixtures. Pakistan

spinner Abrar Ahmed climbed to
second placeinthe ODI bowling
list after taking six wicketsagainst
Australia. His fellow bowler
Shaheen Afridi moved to ninth,

their positions.These sweeping
changes demonstrate how
intensely competitive
international cricket remains
across every single format this

advanced three positions to  Jamieson and Ollie Robinson

London,10/6: Emma Raducanu made atriumphant returnto winning
ways as the British No. 1 swept past Anna Blinkova 6-0, 6-3 in the
opening round at Queen’s Club on Tuesday, earning her first victory
in more than three months and boosting her Wimbledon
preparations.Playing her first grass-court match of the season,
Raducanu looked sharp from the start. Sheraced through the opening
eight games without losing a point. She then comfortably finished
the match against the Russian qualifier. The victory marked her first
win since beating AnastasiaZakharovain the opening round at Indian
Wells on March 6.The 23-year-old's campaign faced a setback due
to a post-viral illness that kept her off the WTA Tour for over two
months. Upon her return, she suffered first-round lossesin Strasbourg
and at the French Open. Thismade her strong performancein London

while Australian bowler Nathan

Raducanu Stormsnto Queen’ s Second Round
With Dominant Win Over Blinkova

even more encouraging.Supported by alively home crowd, Raducanu
seemed relaxed and confident throughout the match. She showed little
sign of the difficulties that had affected her recent season, reports
Xinhua.“1’m so happy to have come through that match. To be back
here playing at Queen’s, | haven't won a match in afew months, and
thereisn't aplacel would rather havedoneit,” Raducanu said after the
win. “I'm realy grateful for al the support.” The former US Open
champion hopes this convincing victory will give her momentum
heading into Wimbledon. The grass-court swing offersachancefor her
to find her best form after atough few months on tour.Raducanu later
described the performance as an important step in her preparations for
theyear’'sthird Grand Slam. She expressed hope that the result would
be“areally good stepping stone” for the rest of the grass-court season.
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JAAT from Pushpa2 Makers roarsn
Action King Sy Deal's Magic
Dhal KiloKaHaath... 4mn
YT viewsindhrs

The much hyped movie of action king Sunny
Deol’s Jaat has been out Monday. The around

3 minutes trailer has all the elements of ."-.-
machismo Sunny Deol — the aggression, the
muscular show et a.The magic is evident |
from the dialogue of Sunny Deol towards the
fagend of thetrailer —Yeh Dhai Kilo KaHaath,
Pur North India Dekh Chuka Hai; Ab South

Dekhega— (Thewhole north has seen theintensity

of this one-and-half kilo hand, now it's the time

for south).This ‘Dhai kilo ka Haath.... Shows the

Sunny Deol magic — the magic of 90swhen in the

film Damini, Sunny had first delivered thisdialogue

on Amrish Puri —Yeh Dhai Kilo KaHaath Jab Kisi

par Padta.... Woh Pur Uth Jata hai... The retake of

this dialogue in Jaat will have nostalgic impact on

the huge fandom of Sunny Deol, and thus the Sunny

magic will be the magnet on the silverscreen, like that

of Allu Arjun in Pushpa 2.The JAAT trailer has been

greeted with roaring views. In the first four hours of the

release, the trailer has garnered over 4mn views on you

Tube. The mega action thriller will be hitting the

cinemascreensonApril 10. Thetrailer shows JAAT 2

has all the elements of Mass Action

Thriller.When in the last moments of the !

trailer, Sunny Pagji makesadashing entry

intothe Lankaof Ranatunga, and when f i

his devastating moves had a

shattering impact there ... then a

dialoguein trailer grows louder ----

Yenormal item nahi hai, yehATOM

BOMB hai...This Atom Bomb

dialogue reminds of the Mythrii

Moviemakers—*Wildfire” dialogue W

in Puspha 2.Like the ‘wildfire’

action of Allu Arjun in Pushpa that won the Box office crown for the Mythrii movie makers, in JAAT, the
ATOM BOMB actions seems to be the winner shots for the movie makers. The trailer begins with a
goosebump scene. A farmer while ploughing his field stumbles upon a hand of a corpse beneath the
ground.The next scene then shows atractor carrying number of bodies delivering a sense of mass murder.
rue to the typical south films, the next scene then zooms on the scared villagers who fear to take the name
of mass murderer ( the antagonist) but for a boy who braved al to declare the name — RANATUNGA.
Unfazect by 2024 setback

Sportsmanship spiri,

AKKi is the real khiladi in Bollywood.

Win or defeat, like atrue sportsman,

B-Town Khiladi believesin keep

playing and enjoying the game.

The 57-year old Bollywood

superstar always keeps

sportsmanship up on his

sleeves.When King Khan

faced back to back flops,

took a 5-year sabbatical

fromthesilver screen, only

to return with abang with

two All Time

Blockbusterslike Pathaan

and Jawan, Akshay

Kumar aka Khiladi

Kumar seems in no

mood to take a break

from the silver

screen.The superstar

has donned roles in

myriads of genre
films, but the crown
of glory eluded him.

Since the
super-
h it
Simaath
in2021,
AKKi is
starring
a a
string

o f

flops
and disasters for the last three years. 2024 was a bad year for Akshay Kumar.His movie Khel Khel Mein
bombed at the box office. Same has been the fate of Sarfira. But this never say die attitude actor seemsto
have taken everything in his stride. And displaying sportsmanship is waiting for the day to write glorious
story again.During the event of release of Sky Forcetrailer in Mumbai, Akshay was fired with avolley of
questionswith regard to his poor show for thelast three years, and about the counsels by many Bolywood
biggiesto concentrate on 1 or 2 good films.This never saysdieactor, knownin bollywood asthe ‘ comeback
star’, pooh-poohed the critics and hit out at the barbs aimed at him.Akshay said, “I will not go by the
adviceof doing 1 or 2 filmsayear.” He questioned, “why should | do?’ and added “If | cando al thesefilms
in ayear, why should | stop. | have built my career in the industry through this base... | will keep doing
as many films as | can..”Moreover, the superstar said, “Many counseled me of not doing content based
films.. Why shouldn’'t | do... | will do such movies... | lovethem doing.... Though Sarfiradidn’t perform
well at thebox office... | consider it one of my best film..” The Akshay talk in Mumbai shows the superstar
seemsin amood to pick up the thread again and witnessanew dawn in 2025. The year isa so lined up with
back to back big banner Akshay Kumar movies. The details given below.
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